Nineteen states sue Trump administration over funding cuts for diversity programmes
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A coalition of 19 states has initiated legal action against the Trump administration, challenging its recent directive to withhold federal funding from states and school districts that implement certain diversity programmes. The lawsuit was filed on Friday in federal court by the attorneys general of states including California, New York, Illinois, and Minnesota, all of which have Democratic-leaning governments.
The legal challenge arises from a memorandum issued on April 3 by the Trump administration, which demands that states certify they do not utilise specific diversity, equity, and inclusion initiatives. The administration has labelled these programmes as illegal under federal civil rights law. According to the terms of the memo, any state that refuses to provide this certification risks losing federal funding allocated for supporting low-income students.
California Attorney General Rob Bonta addressed the media during a news conference on the day the lawsuit was filed, stating that the administration had misinterpreted federal civil rights legislation in an effort to compel states to dismantle legally sanctioned diversity programmes. He emphasised that the coalition is contesting what they view as an overreach by the federal government directed at undermining efforts to promote educational equity and inclusion.
The legal dispute highlights ongoing tension between state governments and the federal administration over educational policies related to diversity programming in public schools. The coalition argues that the administration’s demands infringe upon lawful state-run efforts to foster inclusive educational environments. The case is expected to be closely watched as it may set significant precedents regarding federal authority over educational funding and diversity initiatives.
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