Massapequa High's Native American mascot standoff escalates with Trump backing
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The Massapequa High School in Massapequa, New York, has been at the centre of a contentious debate over its use of a Native American-themed mascot, known as the "Chiefs." This emblem, featuring a stereotypical Native American figure adorned with a headdress, has been a longstanding symbol for the school and the local community.
In April 2025, the New York State Board of Regents unanimously voted to ban the use of Native American mascots, team names, and logos in public schools. The directive required districts to commit to retiring such imagery by June 30, 2025, or face potential loss of state funding. The Board of Regents cited research indicating that the continued use of Native American-related symbols and imagery has a negative effect on all students. (longisland.news12.com)
Massapequa High School, along with three other Long Island school districts, filed a federal lawsuit challenging the ban, arguing that the state mandate infringed upon their First Amendment rights. However, in March 2025, a federal judge dismissed the case, upholding the state's authority to enforce the ban. (newsday.com)
Despite the legal setback, the Massapequa community has remained steadfast in its support for the mascot. In April 2025, former President Donald Trump expressed his support for the community's stance. He criticized the state mandate as discriminatory and directed the U.S. Department of Education to investigate whether New York officials were threatening to withhold funding from Massapequa in violation of federal law. (apnews.com)
The controversy has sparked a broader national debate over the use of Native American imagery in sports and public institutions. Critics argue that such mascots perpetuate harmful stereotypes and distort Indigenous history, while proponents contend that they honour Native American heritage and culture.
As the deadline approaches, the Massapequa School District faces a complex decision: comply with the state mandate and change the mascot, or continue to defy it, potentially risking state funding and further legal challenges. The outcome of this dispute may have significant implications for other schools and communities grappling with similar issues.
Massapequa High School's Mascot Controversy Gains National Attention:
A town refuses to give up the school's Native American mascot - and gets Trump's support
Trump administration to investigate New York's funding threat over Long Island tribal school mascot 
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