Nythe Primary shows progress but education still requires improvement, Ofsted finds
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Nythe Primary School has recently undergone its first Ofsted inspection since joining Excalibur Academies Trust in February 2020. The report, published in May 2025, acknowledges notable improvements but indicates that the quality of education still "requires improvement." Despite this, the school has received satisfactory ratings in four of the five assessed areas, reflecting a broader commitment to enhancing the educational experience it offers.
During the inspection, conducted on March 18 and 19, 2025, Ofsted inspectors noted that Nythe Primary School is moving in a positive direction, citing that the setting is now a “happy and caring place to learn.” The report identifies a marked change in the atmosphere of the school, emphasizing the effectiveness of recent leadership stability. "The school has been through an unsettling time," the Ofsted report stated, highlighting past leadership and staffing disruptions that adversely affected pupil behaviour and learning standards. It has also been suggested that some staff have historically maintained lower expectations around students’ written work, an area that the school is actively addressing.
The recent improvements to teaching methodologies and curriculum design are commended, although the inspectors also pointed out that these changes have yet to fully materialize in some pupils’ learning outcomes. Nonetheless, the commitment from staff to improving educational quality is evident; there's a renewed focus on developing children's communication and language skills, which is beginning to yield results. More pupils than previously reported are now achieving reading proficiency, a positive development that signifies the school’s efforts are paying off.
Ofsted has recognised Nythe Primary School for the enriching experiences it provides beyond the academic sphere. Inspectors noted the assurance pupils have in staff to tackle issues such as bullying promptly and effectively, reinforcing the school's supportive environment. This emphasis on student wellbeing is echoed by principal Gudrun Osborn, who stressed the school's commitment to placing children at the heart of its mission. “Visitors to the school leave with a strong impression of both the children’s and staff’s enthusiasm, happiness, supportiveness, and kindness,” she remarked, reflecting her pride in the school community.
Nick Lewis, CEO of Excalibur Academies Trust, also expressed pride concerning the report. He pointed out that it acknowledges the collective effort of the entire team, indicative of the effective support and challenge provided by the Trust in enhancing educational standards.
While Nythe Primary School continues to navigate its path toward improvement, the report highlights a foundation of success built on community engagement, dedicated leadership, and ongoing developmental strategies. The positive momentum instilled by these initiatives presents an optimistic outlook for the school, suggesting that its aspirations for excellence in education are well within reach.
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