Natasha Asghar demands review of Bridgend sex education materials over safety concerns
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In a significant development regarding sex education in Wales, Natasha Asghar MS, the Shadow Education Cabinet Secretary, has formally requested access to a controversial presentation used in personal, social, health and economic (PHSE) lessons by Bridgend County Borough Council. The materials in question were produced by ASSIA, an external provider commissioned by the council to create educational content for senior school pupils.
Asghar's concerns centre on the presentation's inclusion of references to a "dangerous and risky act," which she believes were introduced without a thorough explanation of the associated risks. "I remain appalled that anyone involved in educating our children would consider including references to such a dangerous and risky act in educational materials," she stated, highlighting her alarm over the perceived prioritisation of consent over safety. She has underscored the necessity for both versions of the contentious presentation to be made available, advocating for a more transparent approach to safeguarding the welfare of students.
The issues surrounding this presentation have ignited debate among educational leaders and parents alike. Critics claim that while the council asserts it sought to implement alterations to the content before its delivery, this does not mitigate the fact that the original creators deemed the material suitable for student exposure. Asghar has called for a thorough review of the learning resources provided by ASSIA, urging the council to reconsider its ongoing partnership with the provider.
This controversy surfaces in a broader context of evolving standards in sex education across the UK. In recent years, guidelines have shifted to ensure that sexual health education includes discussions around consent and healthy relationships, as mandated by the Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) framework introduced in England. However, the tension evident in Bridgend reflects the challenges educational authorities face in balancing progressive teaching methods with the responsibility to impart crucial safety information.
Eduational experts have raised the importance of ensuring that discussions about risky behaviours, such as choking, are conducted with appropriate caution and context, emphasising the necessity of comprehensive education that does not shy away from critical safety discussions in a quest to promote consent. The incident has contributed to ongoing conversations about the effectiveness and appropriateness of current sex education practices, with calls for further scrutiny of educational materials being a common refrain among concerned stakeholders. 
Natasha Asghar's position as a prominent figure in Welsh politics underscores her role in advocating for scrutiny and accountability in educational policy. She became the first female ethnic minority member of the Senedd in 2021, cementing her place as a significant voice in the Welsh Conservative Party, advocating for education reforms that reflect a comprehensive understanding of student safety and welfare. 
The calls for transparency in Bridgend’s educational practices highlight a crucial dialogue about the responsibilities of educational authorities in providing students with honest, safe, and empowering information regarding their health and relationships.
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