English teacher quits over student dependence on AI tools like ChatGPT
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An English teacher recently sparked widespread conversation on social media with a candid nine-minute video explaining her decision to leave the profession, primarily due to concerns about the role of artificial intelligence in education. Hannah, the former teacher, highlighted a troubling trend she observed among her students: an increasing reliance on AI tools, particularly ChatGPT, to complete their assignments. During an interview on Fox & Friends, she elaborated on how many students expressed a willingness to accept failing grades rather than engage in the work themselves, stating, "If I have to redo this, how much is it really going to affect my grade? Can I just take the zero?" This dismissal of academic effort raises questions about the educational implications of AI.
Hannah's perspective underscores a significant concern in modern education. She indicated that students, often bright and motivated, lack an understanding of the value of traditional assignments, viewing them as redundant when AI can generate similar—or seemingly superior—content. This sentiment resonates with a broader trend among UK teenagers, where reports suggest that 80% of those aged 13-17 regularly utilise AI for various tasks, from academic writing to casual inquiries. Many students, like 16-year-old Lara Jeetley, favour the convenience of AI for refining their writing or preparing for exams, illustrating a generational shift in how young people approach learning.
Despite acknowledging the potential benefits of AI for older students, Hannah expressed concern about its unrestricted access for younger learners, arguing that it hampers their ability to think critically and comprehend material in depth. Her own experiences teaching tenth-grade students revealed a disheartening decline in essential skills. She noted, "These kids don't know how to read," citing the prevalence of audiobooks and text-to-speech tools that detract from traditional reading experiences.
This inability to engage deeply with material is mirrored in educational institutions' responses to AI technologies. Many schools have reacted by banning tools like ChatGPT outright, fearing that such platforms promote cheating and erode critical thinking skills. For instance, New York City has restricted access to these AI applications on school devices. As educators grapple with the implications of generative AI, there is an ongoing debate on how to foster genuine learning in environments permeated by technology.
Hannah's frustrations echo those of many educators as they navigate the evolving landscape of teaching. Some are exploring innovative ways to integrate AI into lessons, while others worry about the broader ramifications of allowing AI tools to replace traditional methods. A recent analysis likened the rise of AI tools to the microwave in culinary contexts—though it simplifies certain processes, it does not replace the unique flavours and techniques that come from genuine human creativity and labour.
As companies like Chegg face significant layoffs in response to declining demand, attributed in part to AI's impact on educational tools, it becomes increasingly clear that the traditional educational model is under siege. Chegg's restructuring, marked by a 22% workforce reduction, is a stark reminder of the swift changes occurring in the edtech landscape, largely prompted by generative AI platforms.
While some educators continue to seek ways to leverage these technologies for instructional purposes, the challenge remains: how can they use AI without compromising the foundational educational principles of engagement and critical assessment? In her conversation, Hannah urged a reconsideration of how we integrate technology in the classroom, emphasising the need for balance in a world where students increasingly prefer the instant gratification that AI provides. Her ultimate message calls for a return to fundamental teaching methods, suggesting that both educators and students would benefit from a more thoughtful approach to technology in education.
As the discourse around AI in education unfolds, it will be essential for educators and institutions to find collaborative solutions that harness the benefits of technology while ensuring that students do not lose the fundamental skills they need for academic and personal success.
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