Primary school evacuated after pupil brings inert WWII grenade to assembly
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A primary school in Ashbourne, Derbyshire, found itself amidst a whirlwind of concern and excitement when a pupil brought a hand grenade to a show-and-tell assembly. This unexpected incident at Osmaston CofE Primary School prompted an immediate evacuation of staff and students while bomb disposal experts were summoned to assess the situation.
The headteacher, Jeanette Hart, recounted the moment when the student produced the World War II grenade, describing her instinctive reaction. Initially aware that the child had presented an old bullet casing, she was taken aback when the hand grenade was revealed. Recalling the event, Mrs Hart said, “It was quite an eventful assembly… I ended the assembly, took it off him and slowly carried it outside.” Her quick thinking was pivotal; she placed the grenade behind a substantial tree in the school’s car park so that the emergency services could be immediately contacted.
Fortunately, army bomb disposal experts soon arrived and determined the grenade was inert, using advanced X-ray technology to ensure it posed no threat. Such incidents serve as stark reminders of the importance of parental vigilance regarding what children bring to school. A police spokesman from the Safer Neighbourhood Team emphasised the need for parents to scrutinise any items brought from home, especially family heirlooms that may carry historical significance yet harboured safety concerns.
While the children appeared unaware of the gravity of the situation, Mrs Hart noted they sensed something was amiss, expressing an innocent excitement at the presence of police. “The children didn’t really know what was going on but they knew something was different,” she observed. Following the incident, Mrs Hart engaged in a gentle conversation with the young boy, clarifying that his actions were entirely innocent and reflecting on the educational discussions about World War II that had prompted him to bring the grenade to school.
This encounter not only highlights the potential dangers associated with bringing historical artifacts into educational settings but also underlines the commendable reactions of the school’s staff in managing a precarious situation. Such preparedness is crucial in educational environments where the safety of children is paramount.
In a broader context, this incident has raised awareness about school safety protocols and parental responsibilities. As schools strive to maintain secure learning environments, incidents like these reinforce the importance of communication between parents and children regarding the items they bring to school, ensuring such heirlooms are appreciated in safe settings rather than within the classroom.
The swift actions of the school staff and emergency responders averted what could have been a serious situation, demonstrating that even the most unexpected occurrences can lead to vital lessons about safety, responsibility, and the importance of clear communication in the community.
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