Young girls in Scotland still face sharing toilets with boys despite court ruling
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Young girls in Scotland are still facing the prospect of sharing school toilets with boys, despite a recent court ruling mandating the provision of single-sex facilities. This decision, delivered by the Court of Session in Edinburgh, has prompted significant public concern, as evidenced by almost 100 complaints made to local councils regarding gender-neutral toilets since 2021.
The controversy is particularly pronounced in East Dunbartonshire, where the council has reported the highest number of grievances, with 51 complaints logged regarding its inclusive toilet facilities. A spokesperson for the council noted, however, that only two of these were officially submitted. Scottish Conservative MSP Pam Gosal condemned the situation, describing it as “totally unacceptable” for young girls to be compelled to share toilet and changing facilities with boys.
Rising scrutiny around this issue follows a string of significant legal rulings. In addition to the Court of Session's decision, a case concerning Scottish Borders Council has further highlighted the legal complexities around the provision of single-sex spaces. This followed a successful challenge by parents against the installation of unisex toilets at a local primary school, a decision now seen as setting a precedent that could reshape school policies across Scotland.
The implications of the UK Supreme Court's recent definition of ‘woman’ and ‘sex’ under the Equality Act 2010—which underscores biological sex—have reverberated through various public sectors in Scotland, including schools and health services. Following the ruling, the Scottish Government has expressed the need for urgent discussions with the UK Government to clarify the ramifications of this judgment on gender rights and policies.
In parallel, local councils are grappling with the enforcement of these new guidelines. The Midlothian Council, for example, is currently reviewing its facilities, awaiting further national guidance on how to comply with the legal mandate for single-sex toilets. Councils such as East Lothian have taken proactive steps, recently updating signage in some schools to distinctly label facilities for boys and girls, along with maintaining accessible disabled toilets.
Public sentiment regarding gender-neutral policies reveals a divide, with supporters advocating for inclusivity, while many parents and political representatives express growing unease over implications for safety and privacy among schoolchildren. Advocates for single-sex provisions argue that the safety of all students must be prioritised—an assertion echoed by those who believe that inclusive policies can lead to uncomfortable situations for vulnerable groups.
As discussions continue among local authorities and the Scottish Government, it is clear that the need for clarity and robust policies surrounding gender in educational settings is critical. The outcome of these conversations will likely dictate the future landscape of toilet facilities in schools across Scotland, ensuring that the rights and comfort of all students are considered. The road ahead is fraught with complexities, as legislative interpretations continue to shift amid evolving societal norms.
Amidst these changes, the push for action and clear guidelines remains urgent—both to address the existing complaints and to pave the way for a solution that respects the needs of all students within Scotland's educational framework.
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