Luis von Ahn sparks debate on AI’s role in replacing teachers amid evolving education landscape

[image: ]
The rise of artificial intelligence in education has sparked an intense debate, particularly around the future role of teachers. In a provocative statement, Luis von Ahn, CEO of Duolingo, recently speculated that AI could one day replace teachers. Speaking on the No Priors podcast, von Ahn expressed his belief that “computers can teach you” and highlighted the scalability advantages of AI over traditional teaching methods. This perspective, while intriguing, warrants deeper examination in the context of the complex and irreplaceable role professionals play in the educational landscape.
Von Ahn’s comments come at a time when the integration of AI into various sectors is accelerating, raising concerns about job displacement. According to previous insights shared in interviews, he acknowledges that while automation will impact many professions, teaching is unique due to the inherent human-centric value that educators provide. As he noted in a May 2024 interview, the moral character and inspirational abilities of teachers are not easily replicated by machines. This highlights a crucial aspect of teaching that remains outside the realm of AI capabilities — the human connection that fosters emotional and social learning.
Indeed, various studies argue that while AI can enhance educational experiences by streamlining administrative tasks and offering personalised learning pathways, it cannot substitute the nuanced understanding that teachers cultivate in their classrooms. AI tools may assist educators in creating engaging lessons but lack the emotional intelligence necessary for addressing students' individual needs. One piece highlights that rather than viewing AI as a replacement for teachers, it should be seen as a vital complement—empowering educators and enhancing their effectiveness.
However, von Ahn’s assertions do reflect a broader trend towards automation in education. The advent of AI-powered tools promises to democratise access to learning, potentially making high-quality education available to a larger audience. For instance, Duolingo has been exploring automated AI tutors, aiming to deliver lessons with the efficacy of a human instructor. Yet, the challenges of replicating the personal touch and mentorship that human educators provide remain substantial.
Moreover, von Ahn does not wholly dismiss the significance of teachers; he acknowledges their vital role in providing supervision and care to students. He posits that “you still need people to take care of the students,” reiterating that while technology will evolve, the fundamental need for human interaction in educational settings will persist.
In essence, the dialogue surrounding AI in education is not solely about potential obsolescence but rather about the opportunities for enhancement and collaboration. The integration of AI into classrooms can free educators from monotonous tasks, allowing them to focus more on fostering relationships and engaging with students on deeper levels.
As we move forward, it will be paramount to balance the innovative potential of AI with the irreplaceable human elements of teaching. Educational systems must evolve to harness technology effectively while ensuring that the core values of mentorship, guidance, and personal connection remain intact.
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