Dundee police investigate multiple bullying incidents threatening schoolgirl’s safety
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In Dundee, police have initiated at least four investigations over a span of six months in response to persistent bullying claims made by a 13-year-old schoolgirl. The distressing details, revealed by the girl's mother, highlight a worrying trend of youth violence and harassment within local schools. The mother, unable to disclose her daughter's name due to her age, expressed profound concern for her daughter's well-being, revealing that the repeated bullying incidents have left her feeling terrified for her child’s safety. She described her daughter’s struggle: “She isn’t doing good; as much as she puts a brave face on, I am really scared for her. She has tried to run away. It is just fight or flight – her body is trying to get away."
To date, the police investigations span several troubling incidents. On May 16, a 14-year-old girl faced charges regarding alleged threatening communications directed at the victim. Earlier, on February 24, the girl endured verbal abuse from three classmates, which led to charges being pressed against them. Another concerning episode occurred on February 3 when the victim was reportedly assaulted, although police were unable to trace the perpetrator despite extensive inquiries. Disturbingly, there have also been reports of online bullying, exacerbated by the posting of videos that further humiliated the girl. The mother revealed that her daughter was threatened by the prospect of an acid attack, yet further details remain unclear as both the family and law enforcement have not been able to confirm specifics.
In a desperate move to protect her daughter, the mother has withdrawn her from school multiple times. Initially, she took her daughter out for ten weeks at the height of the bullying, and even after returning, tensions flared as the school was considering reinstating a pupil previously moved due to complaints. "Since the other pupil was removed, she has been thriving, but all it takes is one person to carry it on," she cautioned, illustrating how fragile a child's safety can be in educational settings afflicted by bullying.
This situation in Dundee mirrors broader issues facing schools across Scotland, where concerns over youth violence and bullying have surged. For instance, the recent case of a 15-year-old girl in Broughty Ferry, who was subjected to racist abuse while confronting a suspected drug dealer, underscores the multifaceted nature of dangers that children encounter today. Such incidents not only highlight bullying but also raise alarm over youth engagement with illegal activities and the urgent need for community safety measures.
Furthermore, national attention has been drawn to the effects of bullying through tragic stories like that of Marianne Shanks, a 15-year-old who took her own life after enduring bullying at school. Reporting on her case, the school committed to reinforcing its anti-bullying policies, but the devastation felt by her family and community serves as a harrowing reminder of the concrete consequences of harassment among young people.
As the Dundee City Council refrains from commenting on ongoing police investigations, the broader call for heightened vigilance and intervention grows stronger. Schools, parents, and local authorities are continually urged to work collaboratively to create safer environments for children. Monitoring online interactions, as illustrated by recent recommendations following incidents of sextortion targeting young girls, is increasingly recognised as vital in safeguarding today's youth.
As these discussions unfold, the issues surrounding bullying remain pressing, calling for comprehensive strategies to address and mitigate the risks that young people face in both their physical and digital lives. 
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