Ohio State University to require AI fluency course for all undergraduates from 2025
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Ohio State University (OSU) is taking a bold step into the future of education by mandating that all undergraduate students complete a course focused on AI fluency, beginning in the Fall of 2025. The initiative is part of a larger strategy to prepare students for an evolving workforce that increasingly relies on artificial intelligence across various sectors.
This requirement aims to incorporate AI skills training into every major, enabling students to utilise technology creatively and responsibly. The move reflects a growing consensus among educators and administrators about the necessity of equipping students with the tools to navigate an environment where AI technologies, such as ChatGPT and other generative models, are becoming commonplace in academic settings. Micaiah Bilger reported that, while many educators align with this approach, there is significant concern that reliance on AI may detract from the educational process itself. Critics argue that students should learn critical thinking and problem-solving skills rather than merely seeking convenient shortcuts offered by AI assistance.
In response to the challenges posed by AI in academia, OSU has initiated several supportive measures. In July 2024, the university’s College of Engineering announced the creation of the Centre for Computing Education, aimed at providing foundational computing and AI skills across all disciplines. This centre is designed to broaden access to computing education and ensure that students from diverse fields gain essential competencies in technological literacy.
Furthermore, in January 2024, Ohio State's Undergraduate Student Government advocated for transparency concerning AI's role in coursework by encouraging instructors to clearly outline their policies on generative AI use in syllabi. This resolution underscores OSU’s proactive stance on integrating discussions about AI into academic life, promoting open and clear communication between faculty and students. 
Despite these initiatives, the question remains whether traditional methods such as in-class assignments, where digital devices are prohibited, can effectively curb potential academic dishonesty facilitated by AI tools. The discussions surrounding this concern advocate for a reevaluation of pedagogical strategies to strike a balance between embracing technology and ensuring students develop their analytical skills.
Moreover, OSU's commitment to AI extends beyond its educational framework. The university joined the NextGenAI consortium in April 2025, collaborating with leading research institutions and receiving support from OpenAI, to advance AI research and education. This partnership aims to foster groundbreaking research and innovation across various industries, including healthcare and manufacturing.
The integration of AI into the university's ecosystem has also led to the establishment of guidelines aimed at preserving academic integrity. The Michael V. Drake Institute for Teaching and Learning has promoted discussions on the importance of clarity regarding AI's use in academic settings, advising instructors to use standard icons to signal policies on generative AI assignments. These efforts collectively signify OSU's commitment to fostering an educational environment that prepares students for an increasingly complex digital landscape.
As AI continues to transform the educational landscape, the path forward for institutions like Ohio State University is not without its challenges. The ongoing integration of AI into both teaching and learning environments will require constant adaptation and thoughtful disentanglement of technology’s role in fostering genuine educational growth—a task that institutions around the world are now grappling with.
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