London set to lose more than 30 primary schools amid falling pupil numbers and rising costs
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London is facing a mounting crisis in primary education as more than 30 primary schools across the capital are set to close or merge before the next academic year. This troubling trend is the culmination of shifting demographics, with declining pupil numbers driven by families moving out of the city, falling birth rates, and broader socioeconomic pressures such as rising living costs, Brexit, and the lasting impact of the Covid pandemic.
The closures are spread across several boroughs, with Southwark notably losing eight schools since 2022. Among these are Charlotte Sharman and St Mary Magdalene primary schools, which are slated to close by the end of August. The decline in enrolment has left these schools unable to maintain full capacity, a crucial factor for ensuring educational standards and securing funding, as highlighted by local councillors. Despite strong efforts from communities to prevent these closures, the downward pupil trend appears irreversible in the short term.
Hackney faces a similar predicament, where four primary schools are closing due to a sustained drop in the number of school-aged children. Two further schools are planning mergers, as the Council grapples with maintaining quality education amid shrinking class sizes and financial viability challenges. This aligns with wider national concerns, with over 90 primary schools in England either closing or at risk due to being significantly under-enrolled.
Neighbouring Islington has also seen closures, with Highbury Quadrant and St Jude & St Paul's Church of England primary schools shutting after occupancy fell to around 50%. The borough, like Hackney and Southwark, has experienced a marked decline in birth rates over the past decade, exacerbating the issue of school sustainability.
Beyond these boroughs, other London areas such as Lambeth and Hackney have reported substantial school cuts, underscoring a broader pattern of demographic shifts affecting urban education. London Councils have acknowledged the challenge, stressing ongoing efforts to support local schools and develop solutions that keep the remaining institutions financially stable while maintaining educational quality.
The amalgamation and closure of schools in London represent a significant challenge for the capital’s education system, both in securing adequate local provision and in preserving standards. The trend is unlikely to reverse in the immediate future, given the persistent social and economic forces influencing family decisions about where to live and raise children.
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