Capital City College appoints Debbie Houghton to lead apprenticeships and innovation

[image: ]
Capital City College (CCC), the largest further education institution in London, has appointed Debbie Houghton as its new Group Principal for Apprenticeships, Partnerships & Innovation, effective this month. Bringing over 25 years of experience in further education, Houghton joins CCC with a proven track record in leading apprenticeship provision and business development. Her appointment aims to enhance CCC’s ability to deliver high-quality education and workforce development within London.
Houghton arrives from Gower College Swansea, where she recently served as Interim Director of Work-Based Learning. Before her tenure there, she spent eight years at Bedford College Group, most recently as Executive Director for Apprenticeships, Business Development & Commercial. During her career, she has held multiple senior roles across further education colleges in the South East Midlands, progressing from lecturer to executive leadership. Her deep understanding of skills development and strong commitment to employer engagement position her as a strategic asset to CCC’s leadership team. Speaking about her new role, Houghton described the opportunity to expand and innovate apprenticeship and training programmes in central London as both exciting and personally meaningful, noting family roots in East London that make this appointment feel like a homecoming.
Capital City College’s Chief Executive, Angela Joyce, welcomed Houghton warmly, highlighting her extensive experience and passion for apprenticeships and innovation as aligned perfectly with the college’s mission to provide high-quality education for both students and employers. Joyce emphasised that Houghton’s leadership will be key to strengthening employer partnerships and expanding opportunities across the capital.
Houghton’s previous role at Bedford College Group further underscores her credentials. She was promoted to the executive leadership team in 2022 and has been responsible for shaping the strategic direction and performance of apprenticeships and business development. Notably, she completed an MBA through a Senior Leadership and Management Degree Apprenticeship, reflecting both her academic and practical commitment to the apprenticeship pathway. Her work included active engagement with government officials on educational funding and apprenticeship promotion, notably through high-profile visits to Downing Street and participation in national apprentice initiatives. These activities underline her advocacy for apprenticeships as a viable and increasingly valued route into skilled, long-term employment.
At Gower College Swansea, Houghton was instrumental in leading the ‘Better Jobs, Better Futures’ team, which collaborates closely with employers to tailor apprenticeship opportunities that meet business needs. These partnerships have been praised by companies such as Arvato Bertelsmann for bridging skills gaps and preparing the workforce for future challenges.
The appointment of Debbie Houghton marks a significant step for Capital City College in bolstering its apprenticeship and business development agenda. Her extensive experience and sector-wide recognition promise to drive forward CCC’s ambitions to connect education tightly with industry demands, thereby delivering tangible benefits for learners, employers, and the communities they serve.
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