London trials expanded pedestrianisation of Oxford Street to reshape urban life
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London is set to witness a significant transformation on 21 September 2024 as Mayor Sadiq Khan’s ambitious plan to pedestrianise Oxford Street comes into effect for a trial day. Originally announced on 17 September, the closure aims to showcase the benefits of a traffic-free environment by temporarily banning general traffic and promoting pedestrian space along the famous shopping thoroughfare. The event, scheduled between midday and 8pm, will now cover a larger area than initially planned—extending from the western edge near Selfridges, through Oxford Circus, and eastward to Great Portland Street, including the area in front of the new Ikea store. This expanded closure represents a widening of the initiative from the previously announced stretch between Orchard Street and Oxford Circus.
This one-day pedestrianisation is designed as a vibrant, community-oriented event featuring music, food stalls, and entertainment, providing a tangible preview of Mayor Khan's broader vision to permanently pedestrianise Oxford Street by 2027. The strategy aims not only to reduce congestion but also to make the street a leading retail and leisure destination, enhancing its appeal to shoppers and tourists alike.
Critical to the plan is the removal of all vehicles from the area, including the banning of buses, taxis, delivery vehicles, and cyclists, who are advised to either secure their bicycles or find alternative routes. The exclusion of cyclists marks a notable shift in London's urban mobility management, reflecting a prioritisation of pedestrian safety and experience within the pedestrianised zone. This has attracted debate, with some stakeholders expressing concerns over the impact on transport accessibility and congestion on surrounding roads.
Westminster City Council has voiced reservations and opposition to the scheme, citing the complexities of rerouting buses and taxis and potential congestion spillovers on neighbouring streets. Despite these concerns, the Mayor has leveraged new governmental powers to push forward with the initiatives, signalling a determined commitment to reshaping Oxford Street’s urban fabric. The proposal also contemplates establishing a Mayoral Development Corporation to oversee the street’s long-term transformation, indicating a structured approach to managing the area’s development beyond the immediate closures.
The pedestrianisation of Oxford Street aligns with a growing global trend towards reclaiming urban centres for pedestrians as seen in cities like Paris, New York, and Barcelona. These cities have demonstrated the potential environmental, social, and economic benefits of transforming busy car-centric streets into vibrant public spaces. Nonetheless, the initiative also raises important questions about balancing the needs of local businesses, transportation logistics, and urban sustainability.
As the trial day approaches, it remains to be seen how the temporary traffic ban will impact shoppers, local businesses, and the wider public transport network. Nonetheless, this event marks a critical step toward reshaping one of London’s most iconic commercial streets, reflecting broader ambitions for a greener, more pedestrian-friendly city.
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