Kenyan government extends deadline for Higher Education Fund scholarships amid broader funding reforms
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The Higher Education Fund (HEF) in Kenya has officially opened applications for first-time scholarships, inviting students who have yet to apply as well as those who experienced challenges during the initial application process to submit or revise their details. In an announcement dated September 6, HEF urged students who previously faced issues such as self-sponsorship, transfers, or incorrect institution information to update their records. This opportunity is available until the extended deadline of September 14, 2025, ensuring a broader reach of financial support for students pursuing higher education.
This reopening comes as part of the Kenyan government's broader effort to support students through the recently introduced Higher Education Funding (HEF) model. Launched by President William Ruto in May 2023, this model replaces the previous Differentiated Unit Cost (DUC) system, shifting focus towards student financial need rather than placement. According to the Universities Fund, which administers the HEF scheme, this model combines scholarships, loans, and household contributions to equitably allocate resources among students attending public universities and TVET institutions. The aim is to address the challenges posed by increased enrolment and inadequate funding in the higher education sector.
Applicants seeking HEF first-time scholarships or loans are advised to register and apply through the official portals—www.hef.co.ke or www.universitiesfund.go.ke—by accessing the student portal. The application process requires either a National ID or KCSE exam details for verification, followed by the completion of a detailed profile encompassing personal, academic, and parental information. Students must also provide consent for data processing and accept loan terms where applicable. Once submitted, applications cannot be edited, prompting applicants to carefully review their forms before finalisation.
For students needing to amend previously submitted information, the portal allows updates to critical data such as National IDs, institution details, and contact information. Changes involving bank or mobile payment details require additional documentation available on the HELB website. This comprehensive approach strives to ensure that all eligible students participate in the funding programme, backed by government directives to prevent any student from missing out.
The financial aid offered under the HEF is distributed according to a new banding system based on family income levels. As reported by financial news sources, families earning up to Ksh 5,995 fall into Band 1 and receive the highest scholarship percentage, while those in higher income brackets contribute more towards education costs. This targeted structure is designed to maximise support for economically disadvantaged students while balancing contributions from those with greater financial capacity.
Additional guidance from educational platforms advises applicants that scholarships under this scheme do not require guarantors, simplifying the process for many families. With the government’s emphasis on accessibility and transparency, students are encouraged to stay informed through official portals and news channels to meet deadlines and understand the funding benefits available to them.
The extension of the application deadline, highlighted by the Education Cabinet Secretary Julius Ogamba, reflects a government commitment to widening access to educational finance. This move aims to alleviate the financial burden on Kenyan students, thereby fostering greater participation in higher education and contributing to national socio-economic development.
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