Greenwich launches largest ever Neighbourhood Growth Fund with community voting in focus
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Applications are now open for the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s largest ever Neighbourhood Growth Fund, a £1 million initiative designed to channel developers’ contributions directly back into local communities. The fund offers grants ranging from £2,500 to £35,000, enabling local groups to bid for projects that enhance neighbourhood facilities and infrastructure. Importantly, residents will have the opportunity to vote on shortlisted projects, giving them a direct say in how the money is spent.
This fund is financed through the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), which collects payments from developers to offset the impact of new housing and commercial development in the borough. Since its launch in 2018, the Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund has awarded over £2.5 million to 157 projects, with past successes including improvements to school playgrounds, tennis courts, walking and cycling infrastructure, and community facilities such as sensory gardens and digital inclusion programmes.
Cllr Anthony Okereke, Leader of the Royal Borough of Greenwich, emphasised the council’s commitment to ensuring that development delivers benefits beyond new homes. He stated, “Development should mean more than new houses and flats, so we’re making sure that we put developers’ cash to good use in a way that benefits the whole borough.” His colleague, Cllr Majid Rahman, Cabinet Member for Planning, Estate Renewal and Development, added that the fund reflects the council’s ethos of being “pro development, pro investment, and pro giving back to residents.” He highlighted the importance of resident participation in shaping local improvements through the public voting process.
The Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund sits within a broader landscape of London-wide initiatives aimed at enhancing green and community spaces. For example, the Mayor of London recently launched the Green Roots Fund, a £12 million programme that provides grants ranging from £10,000 to £500,000 to local authorities and not-for-profit organisations. This fund focuses on improving parks, wetlands, rivers, and community gardens to create greener, healthier, and more climate-resilient neighbourhoods across the capital. Similarly, the Civic Partnership Programme offers £12.85 million to support regeneration projects addressing inequality in areas undergoing transformation.
Other noteworthy environmental initiatives include the Grow Back Greener Fund, which between 2020 and 2023 invested over £4 million in community-led projects enhancing tree planting, river restoration, and green space creation in areas with low tree canopy cover. Reflecting ongoing commitments, the Mayor of London awarded an additional £2 million in 2023 to increase tree planting and improve green spaces in several boroughs, including Greenwich, where over 2,500 trees were planted in Coldharbour Woods to establish a new woodland.
While the Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund focuses on community infrastructure improvements through relatively small grants, other funding streams like the Green Finance Fund, launched in 2023, provide substantial loans—up to £500 million—to accelerate large-scale projects that help London meet its net-zero targets. This demonstrates the diverse range of financial mechanisms supporting London’s environmental sustainability and community development goals.
Local groups interested in applying for the Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund must submit their applications by midnight on Monday 1 December. Following a rigorous assessment process, residents will be invited to vote on shortlisted bids, ensuring community voices continue to influence neighbourhood enhancements directly.
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