Oldswinford Hospital School proposes all-weather sports pitch on public fields amid local tensions
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A proposal has been submitted by Oldswinford Hospital School to lease approximately one-third of Stanley Road Playing Fields, also known as Swinford Common, in Stourbridge to construct an all-weather sports pitch. The plan, which involves an investment of around £1 million, aims to provide the school with a fenced-off hockey, football, and tennis pitch to meet statutory physical education requirements for both boys and girls. The pitch would be situated near the Stanley Road car park, while other football pitches on the site would be reconfigured and retained for public use.
According to a report prepared for the Ernest Stevens Trusts Management Committee at Dudley Council—who administer the land trust—security measures such as fencing are necessary to prevent unauthorized use and vandalism. The school has indicated a willingness to allow community access to the facility when it is not in use for school activities. The committee is scheduled to discuss whether to proceed with further negotiations regarding the proposal.
This development follows a pattern of local tensions and debates around the use and leasing of public sports fields in the Dudley area. In recent months, Dudley Council has come under fire for marketing outdoor sports grounds, including Burton Road Playing Fields, for private lease, drawing criticism from local councillors and community leaders concerned about the potential impact on affordability and accessibility for residents. One notable case involved the 25-year lease granted to Gornal Athletic Football Club for Burton Road Playing Fields, which led to complaints from Bishop Milner Catholic College about a lack of consultation and access loss.
Dudley Council's approach to managing public sports facilities appears to balance financial considerations and community accessibility, but the decisions have sparked debate. The council runs several football pitches across the borough, making efforts to keep facilities affordable and accessible, though price hikes such as the recent 23% increase for pitch hire at the Dell Stadium at Pensnett have raised concerns about the impact on grassroots and amateur football.
The broader picture in Dudley also involves challenges in preserving green spaces and sports amenities amid pressure for development and regeneration. For example, the council recently sold the former Dudley Leisure Centre site for housing development, aligning with plans to rejuvenate vacant properties. Conversely, a proposal to demolish a youth centre in Kingswinford for retirement flats was rejected due to objections from football authorities worried about losing vital sports facilities.
In this context, the Oldswinford Hospital School's proposal to lease part of Stanley Road Playing Fields reflects ongoing local debates about striking the right balance between meeting institutional needs, preserving public access to recreational areas, and maintaining affordable community sports facilities. The forthcoming trustee meeting will be pivotal in deciding whether to pursue this option further, with potential implications for how public parkland is shared between educational institutions and the wider community.
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