Hackney’s former primary school to reopen as specialist SEND school amid borough’s demographic shift
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Baden Powell Primary School in Clapton, Hackney, which closed in 2024 due to declining pupil numbers, is set to reopen as a specialist school providing dedicated places for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). The local council plans to expand Ickburgh School by offering 48 new places at the refurbished Baden Powell site. This redevelopment aims to address the growing demand for local SEND provision and reduce reliance on expensive out-of-borough placements.
The refurbishment will transform the former primary school’s facilities, including updated classrooms, specialist art and food technology rooms, and designated therapy spaces tailored to the needs of SEND pupils. These enhancements seek to offer a supportive, resource-rich environment, enabling children with additional needs to access education closer to their homes. The main Ickburgh School site on Kenworthy Road will continue to operate independently without changes. Hackney Council anticipates starting refurbishment work by mid-2026, with pupils due to enrol from September 2027, pending a final decision expected before the end of this year following a statutory consultation period.
This reimagining of the Baden Powell site follows broader changes in Hackney’s educational landscape, where several primary schools have closed due to a sustained decrease in the number of school-aged children. In September 2024, Baden Powell was among four primary schools, including De Beauvoir, Randal Cremer, and Colvestone Primary Schools, that closed as part of the council’s strategy to manage financial pressures linked to falling enrolments. The closures were carefully managed with support offered for affected pupils, staff, and families to ease transitions.
The council has been transparent about these changes, launching statutory notices and consultations inviting community feedback on proposals to close or merge several schools. This approach underscores a commitment to stakeholder engagement during significant educational restructuring. The special school expansion at Baden Powell is also part of this ongoing effort to better meet the borough’s educational needs by shifting resources and facilities to benefit children requiring specialist support.
Overall, Hackney Council’s plan to repurpose Baden Powell Primary as a specialist SEND school represents a strategic investment in inclusive education designed to provide more localised, specialised support for children with additional needs, addressing both demographic changes and financial sustainability challenges in the borough’s education sector.
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