UK overhauls national curriculum to embed digital, financial, and cultural skills by 2028
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The UK government has unveiled the most significant overhaul of the national school curriculum in over a decade, aiming to equip pupils with skills vital for a rapidly changing world. Education Secretary Bridget Phillipson outlined a comprehensive reform package designed to prepare children for contemporary challenges, ranging from digital literacy and media awareness to financial capability and climate education. The changes, based on Professor Becky Francis’s Curriculum and Assessment Review, will be fully implemented by September 2028.
One of the core themes of the reform is equipping pupils to navigate the digital landscape with critical faculties. From primary school, students will learn to identify fake news and various forms of misinformation, a move intended to help them resist manipulation by "dark forces online," as Ms Phillipson put it. The curriculum will embed media literacy alongside a reformed computing syllabus that prepares pupils to confront challenges and opportunities such as artificial intelligence (AI). The Department for Education (DfE) also plans to explore the introduction of a new qualification in data science and AI for students aged 16 to 18, reflecting the growing importance of technology skills in the workforce.
Financial literacy will be taught from the primary stage onward, empowering young people to make informed decisions about money management, saving, and investing. These lessons will partly be delivered through mathematics and reinforced in citizenship classes. Martin Lewis, founder of MoneySavingExpert.com, welcomed this development, highlighting the urgency of equipping children to face a world fraught with scams and financial pitfalls, although he stressed the importance of proper teacher training and resource allocation.
Citizenship education itself will become mandatory in primary schools, covering critical topics such as democracy, law, climate change, and broader media literacy. The government emphasised citizenship as a tool to ensure young people feel connected to democratic processes, particularly amid discussions about lowering the voting age to 16. Additionally, climate change education will be integrated into geography and science curricula, aiming to prepare students for the global environmental challenges ahead.
Notably, the reforms will dismantle the English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) introduced under former Conservative Education Secretary Michael Gove. The Ebacc’s focus on English, maths, sciences, humanities, and languages was criticised for narrowing students’ subject choices. The new framework seeks to restore breadth, encouraging uptake in arts subjects such as drama, music, and art and design. The DfE’s commitment to revitalising arts education recognises the sector’s cultural and economic significance. However, industry voices like UK Music have called for more substantial investment in music education to protect the talent pipeline and economic contributions of the creative industries.
The government will also require schools to offer triple science GCSEs, allowing students to study physics, chemistry, and biology separately as standard. While this move aims to raise science attainment, a shortage of physics teachers has been acknowledged as a significant hurdle. The DfE intends to work with schools to remove barriers and bolster the physics teaching workforce through targeted programmes.
Assessment and testing will see notable changes, with GCSE exam time reduced by up to three hours on average to alleviate the perceived "exam overload." Despite this easing at the end of secondary education, a new compulsory reading assessment is set to be introduced for Year 8 pupils, a proposal that has met with concern from teaching unions who warn against increasing mandatory testing. Ms Phillipson defended the measure, stressing the foundational importance of reading for all other learning.
The reforms introduce a new oracy framework to enhance speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills from early years through secondary education, reinforcing the development of confident communication across the curriculum. Also, a new qualification track called "V-levels" will formalise vocational education at level 3, sitting alongside A-levels and T-levels, in recognition of the need for clarity and quality in vocational pathways.
Moreover, schools will be expected to meet an enrichment entitlement that guarantees all pupils access to activities spanning civic engagement, arts and culture, outdoor adventure, sport, and life skills. While this policy aims to support well-rounded development, education leaders caution about the potential pressures on schools without clear allocations of additional funding.
Another key shift will see a more inclusive approach to history education, incorporating British Black and Asian histories more fully and reinforcing the compulsory teaching of the Holocaust. The DfE also plans to provide guidance on integrating local and regional history into curricula to make learning more relevant to students’ communities.
Overall, these reforms reflect a government ambition to prepare young people holistically for life and work in an evolving society, blending academic rigour with practical and cultural learning. The changes present challenges, including teacher shortages and resource demands, but signal a move toward a broader, skills-focused education.
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