Ofsted praises Ashton Park’s holiday club for innovative, child-led activities and outdoor adventures in summer 2024
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Escape Zone Holiday Club, hosted at Ashton Park School and operated under the Excalibur Academies Trust, has recently received high praise from Ofsted for its engaging and child-centred approach to holiday care. The inspection report commended the club for fostering a joyful, inclusive atmosphere where children actively contribute to shaping the daily activities, fostering a strong sense of ownership and belonging among attendees.
Ofsted’s findings highlighted the club’s varied and well-balanced programme, which blends energetic games such as dodgeball and “wink wink murder” with quieter pursuits like colouring and puzzles. A distinctive feature is the inclusion of outdoor and novel experiences, including paddle boarding and raft building, facilitated through partnerships with external providers. The staff’s warm and reassuring manner was noted as particularly effective in forming strong connections with both children and their families, contributing to a welcoming environment where children arrive eager to participate.
The club also emphasises healthy living and independence. During meal times, discussions about nutritious choices are encouraged, while the tuck shop serves as an opportunity for younger children to practise early maths skills and decision-making. Staff teamwork and morale stood out in the report, describing the team’s dynamic as akin to a “family feel,” with a shared commitment to delivering high-quality experiences.
Community sports centre manager and Escape Zone team leader Sam Delaney expressed pride in the team’s achievement, stating that the report reflects the dedication, creativity, and care invested in providing a positive environment for children. Richard Uffendell, headteacher of Ashton Park School, echoed this sentiment, congratulating the holiday club for its outstanding outcome and highlighting its role in supporting young people during school breaks when many staff take time off.
Escape Zone forms part of the broader holiday offerings at Ashton Park Sports Centre, where a range of activities for children aged 4 to 14 are available. These programmes, overseen by qualified level 2 community coaches and backed by extensive experience, include multi-sport games designed to encourage physical activity, social interaction, and fun. The centre’s activities are Ofsted registered, ensuring adherence to high standards of safety and educational value.
The Summer 2024 programme at Ashton Park Sports Centre further supplements the Escape Zone with additional activities like kayaking, archery, and extended day options that cater to different age groups and preferences. This comprehensive approach underscores the centre’s commitment to providing accessible, varied, and quality holiday experiences for local children.
Overall, the positive Ofsted inspection of Escape Zone Holiday Club not only reinforces the quality of care and educational support offered but also reflects the broader ethos of Ashton Park Sport Centre and School in nurturing confident, healthy, and engaged young people within the community.
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