Experts raise alarm over housing crisis in Majorca
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Experts have sounded the alarm over an escalating housing crisis in Majorca, a Spanish island that is popular with British tourists. The situation has led to fears that the local population may soon face the grim reality of being "expelled" from their own homes due to the overwhelming influence of the tourism industry on the housing market.
Concerns about overtourism on the island have been mounting since last summer when public protests erupted in the capital, Palma. Local residents have raised their voices against the growing influx of tourists, citing that increasing rent prices are making it increasingly difficult for them to afford housing in their own communities. The issue has been exacerbated as more properties are converted into holiday rentals, compounding the scarcity of available homes for locals.
In response to the dire situation, the Balearic real-estate agency associations ABINI and API have jointly addressed Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, urging immediate action to address the issues of overcrowding and soaring property prices. In their letter, they highlighted the urgency of the crisis, stating, "If urgent measures are not taken, our society will be condemned to expelling its own citizens due to the inability to find a home." The associations stressed that housing should be regarded as a fundamental right rather than a mere "speculative asset."
Furthermore, the letter called for responsible investment in housing and an increase in the overall supply of affordable homes. The associations emphasised that the ongoing housing debate should not become a political battleground. "While the different parties accuse each other of inaction, families see their chance of having a home in their own land slipping away," they noted. They insisted that this sentiment extends beyond their sector and resonates throughout the entirety of Balearic society.
As the summer season draws near and tourism in Majorca is poised to spike, these issues are likely to intensify, positioning the island at a critical crossroads for its residents, economy, and cultural identity.
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