Protests in Spain escalate as housing crisis linked to tourism intensifies

[image: ]
Millions of British holidaymakers may face disturbances this summer as tensions rise in Spain regarding the impact of tourism on local communities. A protest leader, who requested to be identified by the pseudonym 'Lucas', expressed concerns that frustration among residents has reached a critical point, with activists possibly resorting to direct action if their demands are not taken seriously. In an interview with The Mirror, Lucas stated, "The general mood is one of growing frustration, indignation, and despair. People feel that they are being expelled from their own land and that their fundamental rights are not being protected." He highlighted the urgent need for change, asserting, "The patience of the citizenry is running out."
Over the weekend, approximately 150,000 Spaniards participated in protests across 40 cities, including Madrid, Barcelona, and Palma, voicing their discontent over soaring rents and the dwindling availability of affordable housing. These manifestations stem from a surge in tourism, which has led to local residents being priced out of their own communities. In the last decade, average rents have doubled, with housing prices increasing by over 44%. The issue has been worsened by the boom in short-term rentals, particularly in major urban centres and coastal areas.
Protests in Madrid saw demonstrators chanting against platforms like Airbnb, demanding regulations to curb the influx of short-term lets, while in Palma, slogans reading "Mallorca is not for sale" illustrated the local sentiment regarding housing rights. Spain welcomed 94 million visitors last year, underscoring the tension between the tourism industry’s economic benefits and the potential displacement of local populations.
In response to these challenges, Barcelona's authorities aim to eliminate 10,000 short-term rental licences by 2028. However, many activists, including Lucas, argue that such measures have not yet resulted in enough meaningful change. "Unfortunately, the situation has not improved significantly since last summer," he said. "The housing emergency persists and affects more and more families."
As signs of anti-tourist sentiment begin to materialise—such as a shocking incident in Tenerife where graffiti threatened violence against tourists—residents remain keen to highlight that their protests are not aimed at tourists per se. Javier Barbero, a prominent figure in the Banc de Temps collective in Mallorca, expressed a desire for a sustainable tourism model, stating, "We have welcomed and will continue to welcome tourists to our land with great gratitude," while calling for an approach that respects local culture and the environment.
Lucas further articulated the protesters' stance, maintaining that they advocate for a tourism model that does not compromise housing and quality of life for residents. "What we can no longer tolerate is a model of mass tourism that has a devastating impact on access to housing and quality of life," he explained. He warned that if authorities do not address the housing crisis effectively, protests could intensify this summer, potentially evolving into more diverse forms of activism. "We could see a diversification of the forms of protest," Lucas noted.
The situation in Majorca is similar, where fears that the island may "become Venice" due to rising housing prices have been flagged by local industry leaders. Daniel Arenas, president of the Balearic National and International Real Estate Association (ABINI), expressed concern over the housing crisis, indicating that many local families are now spending over 40% of their income on rent. Current property listings show a stark mismatch between housing availability and affordability, with only a handful of homes falling within reasonable price ranges.
As this summer approaches, the unfolding housing crisis and associated protests are drawing attention not only within Spain but internationally, as many contemplate the implications of tourism on residential communities and local economies.
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