Community raises funds for legal challenge against North Devon windfarm cable route
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Opponents of an onshore cable route for the White Cross floating windfarm off the coast of North Devon have successfully raised £10,000 in just six days to initiate a legal challenge against the project. The fundraising effort, spearheaded by the community forum Love Braunton and the campaign group Save Our Sands, comes amid growing concerns about the environmental impact of the proposed cable route, which traverses several highly designated landscapes.
The floating windfarm, located 31 miles offshore, is designed to generate 100 megawatts of electricity—enough to power approximately 135,000 homes. The proposed cable for the windfarm would make landfall at Saunton Sands, a popular surfing beach, and would run underground through a golf course and the Taw Estuary before connecting to the national grid at East Yelland.
The rights to this demonstration project were granted by the Crown Estate in 2021, and it is part of the UK government's broader commitment to achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. However, the selected cable route has raised several environmental concerns, particularly as it crosses sites of special scientific interest (SSSI), special areas of conservation (SAC), and the UNESCO-designated North Devon Biosphere Reserve.
The planning application for the onshore infrastructure is set to be reviewed by the North Devon Council’s planning committee on 7 May. In a joint statement, Love Braunton and Save Our Sands called for Flotation Energy, the company behind the White Cross Offshore Windfarm, to provide “sufficient detailed information” for councillors to make “an appropriately informed decision”. They expressed their intention to secure legal representation as a means of highlighting the significant environmental issues associated with the application to the planning authorities.
One donor to the CrowdJustice appeal expressed concerns, stating, “Always loved my time here, a special place in real jeopardy from an ill-conceived plan that does not adequately take the area’s special characteristics and community into real consideration.” This sentiment echoes the broader apprehensions of local stakeholders, including the Devon Wildlife Trust and Braunton Parish Council, which have raised objections based on the potential long-term environmental impacts of the project.
The initial application for the windfarm has faced substantial opposition, with nearly 1,000 letters of objection submitted by last autumn, alongside several hundred additional comments against the proposal on the council’s website. In contrast, the application has garnered approximately 30 letters of support.
Concerns have also been raised about the logistical implications of the construction activities, including the potential for up to 40 percent of the only beach car park at Saunton Sands to be occupied by construction vehicles, as well as up to 90 HGV movements per day on Braunton's narrow roads. The Environment Agency has opposed the application on the grounds of flood risk to the area.
In response to these concerns, the developers have indicated that the cable route was selected based on thorough assessments that aimed to balance environmental, technical, and commercial issues. They noted the use of a trenchless drilling technique, which would help to minimise surface disruption in sensitive areas, particularly around the Braunton Burrows SAC—one of the largest sand dune systems in Britain.
When asked about the ongoing legal challenge, a spokesperson for North Devon Council stated, “We will consider any legal advice as and when we receive it. Our response is very much dependent on the nature of any challenge, and we would need to consider any risk associated with taking the application to committee for a decision.” At the time of reporting, White Cross Offshore Windfarm had not provided a comment regarding the legal challenges raised against their plans.
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