Aggressive Harris's hawk that terrorised Flamstead residents finally captured
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A Harris's hawk that had been terrorising the residents of Flamstead, a small village in Hertfordshire, by dive-bombing tall men has finally been captured. The bird, described as “as fat as a barrel”, had repeatedly swooped on as many as 50 people since early March, leaving some victims injured. One elderly man was left covered in blood after the hawk cut the top of his head while he tried to get into his car.
The village had been disrupted by the aggressive bird, which even led to the Royal Mail confirming that its deliveries to the area had been affected. The hawk took up residence in the garden of local resident Steve Harris, preventing his children from using the space safely.
Speaking to the BBC, Steve Harris explained, “Every morning, we wake up and see it up in the tree, getting braver and braver. I’ve been working from home watching it, thinking we’ve got to get this bird gone.” On Thursday morning, Mr Harris managed to capture the hawk in a moment of spontaneity after the bird had been chasing him around the village during a run. “When I got back, it flew down to the top of my shed,” he said. Using a cage left by a falconer to protect himself, Mr Harris threw the bird into it and trapped it. “I screamed out for the falconer to come and help, and he came and tamed it.”
Falconer Alan Greenhalgh assisted in capturing and taming the bird, telling the BBC that he had witnessed the hawk “terrorising two or three people”. He described the moment Mr Harris called for help: “Steve came running out of his garden, ‘Quick, quick, quick, I think I’ve got it’.” The falconer added, “I ran into Steve’s garden and the bird was having a go at him again… we managed to get hold of it before it got loose and luckily otherwise we would have been back to square one.”
Mr Greenhalgh speculated that the hawk’s aggression might be due to it being a young "hormonal" male. He also noted that the bird had grown plump because villagers had been leaving food out in an attempt to lure it over the weeks prior to its capture. The successful capture ended weeks of disturbance for the people of Flamstead, who can now breathe easier with the threat from the sky removed.
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