Lanzarote continues recovery amid severe flooding and disruption
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Lanzarote, one of the Canary Islands’ most popular holiday destinations, is still grappling with the aftermath of severe flooding caused by heavy rainfall on 12 April 2025. The storm led to widespread disruption on the island, prompting the Spanish government to declare a state of emergency as streets became inundated with mud and sewage overflow, particularly in the areas of Costa Teguise, San Bartolome, and the island’s capital, Arrecife.
Two weeks after the flooding, cleanup operations remain underway, although local reports indicate progress is slow due to the extensive damage. According to the Canarian Weekly, cleaning crews are focused on removing dried mud and debris from public spaces, contending with significant logistical challenges. In parts of Arrecife, sewage overflow has compounded the disruption, posing both practical and health concerns for residents.
Environmental issues stemming from the flooding continue to affect the region as well. Runoff from ravines has caused notable environmental disruption, with sediment and debris altering the appearance and quality of coastal waters. Beaches such as Playa de Las Cucharas have seen the normally clear waters discoloured, leading to reduced visitor numbers.
The floods have also impacted the tourism sector, a key part of Lanzarote’s economy. Several hotels have been forced to close temporarily due to flood damage. The Meliá Hotel has announced a temporary layoff (ERTE) expected to last six to seven weeks, with some staff being redeployed to the nearby Sol Lanzarote Hotel. The H10 hotel chain has taken the opportunity to close for renovations and has activated a temporary redundancy programme.
Additional concerns include dust carried by wind following the floods, which local authorities warn could cause respiratory problems and irritation to the eyes and throat among residents and visitors.
In response to the ongoing consequences of the storms, both the local government and residents have called for enhanced infrastructure planning and more effective stormwater management systems to mitigate the risk of similar flooding events in the future.
The UK Foreign Office had previously issued a travel warning for Lanzarote during the flooding period, reflecting the disruption in some of the island’s most frequented tourist areas.
Cleanup and recovery efforts continue as Lanzarote works to restore its streets, beaches, and hospitality sector in the wake of the flooding that struck earlier this month.
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