Algarve beaches face risk of vanishing due to coastal erosion
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The Algarve region of Portugal faces a growing threat as several of its renowned beaches risk vanishing due to coastal erosion, a situation that has raised concerns among local authorities and the tourism sector, notably British visitors who frequent the area. Efforts to counteract this environmental challenge involve replenishing the fading shores with additional sand and undertaking construction measures to stabilise the coastline.
One notable location affected is Fuseta-Mar beach in the municipality of Olhão, where an initial intervention involved adding 80,000 cubic metres of sand to reinforce the beach. However, despite these efforts, the protective dune cord suffered a collapse, leading to worries that restoration work may not be completed in time for the busy summer tourist season.
During an official visit to the Algarve in early April, Portugal’s Minister of Environment, Maria da Graça Carvalho, confirmed governmental plans and funding to introduce an additional 150,000 cubic metres of sand to further shore up the beach. However, the progression of this project depends on the Portuguese Environment Agency (APA) approving an emergency tender that would expedite the necessary work and ensure the beach’s readiness for the upcoming season.
Minister Carvalho emphasised the urgency of the situation, stating: “We really need to justify opening an emergency competition so that [the work] is ready at the start of the bathing season." She explained that this sand injection would rehabilitate a 600-metre stretch of the shoreline, broadening it by approximately 30 metres. The minister also highlighted the practical reasons for an emergency tender, noting: “Without emergency intervention, it will be difficult to have this ready for the beach season. From what we saw and the opinions of the technicians who were with us, we really have justification to move forward.”
The need for swift action arises because a conventional international tender process could cause delays, potentially preventing completion of the replenishment in time to support the region’s summer tourism. Given the prominence of the Algarve’s beaches in attracting international visitors, such as those from the UK, stakeholders are closely monitoring the situation.
Aside from Fuseta-Mar, multiple other beaches along the Algarve’s coast have also experienced the effects of coastal erosion and related geophysical changes, prompting a broader conversation about long-term protective strategies and the resilience of these coastal environments.
The Express is reporting on these developments as part of ongoing coverage regarding environmental and tourism-related issues impacting Portugal’s southern coastline.
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