Nigel Farage plans radical local government cuts inspired by Trump and Musk following Reform UK election surge
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Nigel Farage, the leader of Reform UK, has made significant commitments to reshape local government spending, drawing inspiration from the fiscal strategies implemented by former US President Donald Trump and tech entrepreneur Elon Musk. Appointed as the head of the newly established Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), Farage plans to push for substantial budget cuts within local council operations and a reduction of job positions linked to climate change, diversity, and remote work.
This announcement follows an exceptional showing for Reform UK in recent local elections, where the party secured control of ten councils and captured hundreds of local seats. In a sweeping political shift, the Conservative Party lost all council seats they contested, totalling 676 seats, while Labour had a net loss of 186 seats. Reform UK now holds majorities in key counties like Kent, Staffordshire, Lincolnshire, Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, and Lancashire.
Addressing council workers in Durham, where the Labour Party previously held dominance, Farage advised those in roles related to climate initiatives and diversity to seek "alternative careers very, very quickly." He expressed dissatisfaction with county councils' financial management, particularly regarding spending on consultants and non-essential projects such as climate change initiatives. On BBC Radio 4's Today programme, he stated, "We are deeply dissatisfied with the way that county councils and unitaries in Britain have been running their budgets."
Farage aims to implement an audit of long-term contracts and initiatives that have been previously implemented by local councils. He intends to foster a shift in culture by discontinuing remote work arrangements, indicating that while this may not resolve every issue, it is a necessary starting point.
Emphasising the importance of transparency, Farage asserted he would be able to demonstrate how much money has been saved within six months. He argued that “local government has gone under the radar for way too long,” implying that taxpayers deserve more accountability, especially when facing increasing council tax bills.
However, experts in local government finance have cautioned against the feasibility of Farage's proposals. Jonathon Carr-West, chief executive of the Local Government Information Unit, remarked that many councils have already seen significant cuts to their funding, primarily used for statutory services such as adult social care and safeguarding children. He pointed out that with many local authorities carrying debts of £100 million or more, finding extensive savings through efficiency reforms may not be realistic. "They are literally life-or-death issues," he stated, stressing the vital nature of the services at risk.
Farage's assertions have emerged in conjunction with claims that local councils spend money on what some consider frivolous activities, such as free driving lessons for asylum seekers and international trips for civil servants. While Farage has highlighted these expenditures to bolster his case for cuts, Carr-West noted that spending in these areas constitutes a small portion of overall council budgets and serves to fulfil legal obligations under the Equality Act.
The latest electoral feedback places Reform UK with a projected national vote share of 30%, positioning them ahead of Labour at 20%, the Liberal Democrats at 17%, and the Conservative Party at 15%. This shift underscores the changing political landscape and the growing appetite among voters for alternatives beyond traditional parties. Farage's future actions within local government and their impacts will likely remain under close scrutiny as he implements his plans.
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