public accounts committee warns uk biomass oversight risks taxpayers’ money
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A recent report from the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) has raised significant concerns regarding the oversight of biomass sustainability by the UK government, emphasising that current measures may overly expose taxpayers’ interests. The PAC's findings suggest a reliance on self-reporting and third-party verification in existing certification schemes, leading to doubts about the accountability of biomass generators, who may be perceived as "marking their own homework."
Since 2022, the UK government has committed £22 billion in support for biomass energy, with the largest beneficiary being Drax, which received £6.5 billion. Biomass is regarded as a low-carbon energy source when sourced sustainably, and its inclusion with carbon capture and storage (known as BECCS) is a critical element of the UK’s strategy to achieve net zero emissions. However, the report highlights troubling delays in BECCS deployment and increasing scrutiny of biomass's environmental impact, prompting the PAC to recommend contingency planning should BECCS become unfeasible.
The PAC has suggested that the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ) establish backup plans to ensure that the UK can still meet its carbon removal targets, even if biomass solutions fall short. Additionally, they have called for Drax to provide Parliament with comprehensive details from a KPMG review of its Canadian supply chain, which is crucial for transparency.
The report also touches on implications for household energy costs, positing that a new support package for Drax could reduce bills by approximately £6 annually. However, this raises further questions about the value for money associated with the government's investment, particularly as Drax is purported to receive a higher price compared to other renewable energy sources, alongside facing limited competition.
Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP, Chair of the PAC, articulated the urgency behind these concerns: “Billions have been spent with little scrutiny. It is long past time to fully assess what taxpayers are getting. Biomass sustainability must be rigorously verified if it is to play a role in net zero.” The committee underscored the necessity for a review of existing carbon accounting rules, which currently allocate emissions based on the origin of biomass rather than where it is utilised. This reevaluation aims to bolster public confidence in the sustainability of biomass as a viable energy solution. 
In summary, the PAC report calls for stringent measures to improve oversight and accountability of biomass energy initiatives amidst ongoing debates about their environmental integrity and financial feasibility.
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