Labour peers fiercely oppose severe cuts to farm payments in Lords debate
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Labour peers in the House of Lords have expressed strong opposition to a draft bill introduced by the government that proposes significant cuts to farm payments. This legislation, officially known as the Agriculture (Delinked Payments) (Reductions) Bill, aims to reduce farmers’ delinked payments—an essential financial support system that succeeded the pre-Brexit Basic Payment Scheme—by 76% by 2025. Under the new proposals, payouts would be capped at £7,200, a drastic reduction that has raised considerable concern among agricultural stakeholders.
According to statistics provided by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), approximately 42% of UK farms are currently unprofitable without the support from the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS). The impending cuts have been framed by the government as a necessary measure to reallocate funds towards environmental initiatives, including Environmental Land Management schemes aimed at promoting sustainable farming practices.
During a recent session in the House of Lords, two Labour peers spoke out vehemently against the proposed reductions. Lord Grantchester criticised the Treasury’s handling of the initiative, claiming it strangles "every good initiative at birth." He emphasised the need to recognise the important role that all farms play in achieving environmental and sustainability targets, arguing that the harsh financial measures could undermine these objectives.
In a separate contribution to the debate, Labour peer Lord Rooker made clear his discontent with the proposed regulations. He stated, “It is only my respect for this House and our procedures that prevents me walking out, because I have not the slightest intention of voting to support these regulations. I will abstain on both amendments. I will not hang around during the votes; I shall go.”
The proposed cuts have sparked a wider conversation about the balance between environmental stewardship and the financial viability of farming operations in the UK. Labour peers are reportedly feeling pressure from within their own ranks regarding this legislation, indicating a division within the party on how best to support farmers while pursuing environmental goals.
As the debate continues, it remains to be seen how the government will address the concerns raised by peers and the potential implications for the agricultural sector in light of these proposed changes.
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