Algal bloom mistaken for sewage in River Cuckmere sparks local concern
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Confusion Over Algal Bloom in River Cuckmere
On Monday, April 28, a resident in Alfriston, Sussex, reported a perplexing sight in the River Cuckmere, which they initially believed to be sewage. Their concern sparked an outcry as more locals shared similar observations, prompting an investigation by the Environment Agency. The agency has since confirmed that the substance is an algal bloom, a natural phenomenon that commonly occurs during this time of year.
Algal blooms, characterised by a rapid increase in algae populations, can often be mistaken for pollution due to their appearance. In the recent incident, the visibly brown substance raised alarm among the public, some of whom assumed it was an environmental hazard. The Wealden District Environmental Team corroborated the Environment Agency's findings, noting the substances’ algae-like characteristics.
These blooms typically manifest in freshwater or marine systems as a result of climatic changes, such as rising temperatures, which fuel algae growth. The Environment Agency clarified the distinction between algae and sewage pollution, stating that the brown, foamy scum observed on the water is typical of decaying algal blooms. Kevin Ward, the Environment Agency duty manager, explained the commonality of such misidentifications during warmer months, particularly at coastal waters. He commented, "Every year when temperatures rise, we receive many reports of suspected sewage pollution, which is often just the breakdown of algal blooms."
Although algal blooms are a natural occurrence, they can pose risks. As the blooms decay, they may deplete oxygen levels in the water, leading to distress and even death among fish and other aquatic life. Furthermore, certain types of algae, particularly blue-green algae or cyanobacteria, can become toxic, posing health risks to humans, pets, and livestock. The Environment Agency has strongly advised pet owners and farmers to keep animals away from water affected by these blooms. 
In response to public concern, the agency has initiated efforts to educate the community on identifying algal blooms. According to the Environment Agency, foam on the water's surface, often accompanied by an unpleasant smell similar to rotten eggs, is a key indicator of an algal bloom rather than sewage. The agency also encourages the public to report any suspected pollution to their incident hotline, ensuring that appropriate measures can be taken to manage any environmental impacts.
This situation highlights the importance of public awareness regarding natural phenomena often misinterpreted as pollution. The Environment Agency’s guidance, along with resources from local authorities, aims to empower residents to distinguish between algal blooms and sewage, fostering a more informed community. The agency also emphasises the need for continued monitoring and reporting to maintain the health of local waterways.
Reference Map:
Paragraph 1 – [1], [5]
Paragraph 2 – [1], [3]
Paragraph 3 – [1], [4]
Paragraph 4 – [1], [6]
Paragraph 5 – [2], [7]
Source: Noah Wire Services
Bibliography
1. https://www.theargus.co.uk/news/25134626.residents-confusion-substance-found-cuckmere-river/?ref=rss - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2022/06/22/telling-the-difference-between-an-algal-bloom-and-sewage/ - The Environment Agency's blog post explains how to distinguish between algal blooms and sewage pollution. It highlights that both can have similar appearances and odors, but algal blooms often form foam on the water's surface and emit a smell like rotten eggs. The post provides guidance on identifying these blooms and advises the public to report suspected pollution to the Environment Agency's incident hotline.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/algal-blooms-advice-for-the-public-and-landowners/algal-blooms-advice-for-the-public-and-landowners - This UK government publication offers advice on algal blooms in inland and marine waters. It describes how blooms can cause water discoloration and produce scums that may resemble sewage. The document provides guidance for the public and landowners on recognizing and managing algal blooms, emphasizing the importance of reporting suspected pollution to the Environment Agency.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyn2jx55g8o - A BBC News article reports on South West Water's warning about algae that can be mistaken for sewage. The company explains that during summer, large blooms of naturally occurring algae can appear, forming creamy brown foam that persists until washed away by rain or tide. The article emphasizes the importance of distinguishing between algae and sewage to prevent confusion and ensure public safety.
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/news/sewage-algae-or-something-else/ - Anglian Water's blog post discusses the natural phenomenon of algal blooms and how they can be mistaken for sewage pollution. It explains that algal blooms occur when single-celled species clump together, forming visible scums on the water's surface. The post provides tips on identifying algal blooms and advises the public to report any suspected pollution to help protect the environment.
https://www.southhams.gov.uk/environmental-health-and-nuisance/bathing-water-quality-guide/sewage-or-algae - South Hams District Council's guide helps the public distinguish between sewage pollution and algal blooms. It explains that algal blooms can produce foam on the water's surface and emit odors similar to sewage. The guide advises avoiding contact with water during algal blooms and reporting any suspected pollution to the Environment Agency.
https://www.southwestwater.co.uk/about-us/latest-news/how-to-identify-algal-bloom - South West Water's article provides information on identifying algal blooms and distinguishing them from sewage pollution. It describes how algal blooms can cause water discoloration and produce foam that may resemble sewage. The article advises the public to avoid contact with water during algal blooms and to report any suspected pollution to the company.
image1.jpg




