Brighton and Hove council’s ‘Cosy Killer’ campaign sparks public outrage and ASA warning
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Brighton and Hove Council Faces Backlash Over "Cosy Killer" Campaign
Brighton and Hove City Council has come under fire for its recent "Cosy Killer" campaign, which warns residents about the alleged dangers of wood-burning stoves and open fires. The initiative, launched in December, claims that these domestic heating methods produce harmful air pollutants known as PM2.5, which the council asserts could contribute to the deaths of one in 20 individuals over the age of 30 in the area.
The campaign features stark advertisements stating that wood-burning stoves emit more fine particles than all road traffic in the UK combined. However, the Advertising Standards Agency (ASA) has intervened, cautioning the council that these claims must be substantiated with robust evidence. Following complaints from the public, ASA has advised that objective claims about health risks associated with wood-burning stoves should not be made without adequate supporting data.
Criticism surrounding the campaign has been vocal, particularly among owners of wood-burning stoves. Many have expressed feelings of fear and intimidation, with local residents reporting incidents of being verbally abused in public due to their usage of these heaters. One resident, 68-year-old Molly, shared her experience of feeling shamed, stating, "I was so worried about using my wood burner. I felt I was being shamed by the council, so instead of lighting it, I piled on my woollen clothes."
Moreover, Andy Genovese, who runs Hove Wood Burners, echoed these sentiments, arguing that the campaign has created a divisive atmosphere and has negatively impacted local solid fuel businesses. He pointed out that household items like candles, air fryers, and toasters could be producing more particulates than wood burners, calling the council's claims misleading.
Despite the backlash, Bright and Hove City Council remains resolute in its stance regarding the health risks posed by wood-burning stoves. Council member Tim Rowkins asserted that the statements made during the campaign are backed by references from the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and Public Health England. He emphasized the council’s duty to inform residents of such risks, especially in urban settings.
The health implications of PM2.5 pollution are concerning. Various studies, including recent findings indicating that emissions from wood burning in UK homes have more than doubled over the last decade, corroborate the council’s perspective. Experts describe solid fuel burning as the primary source of PM2.5 pollution, surpassing even road transport and industrial activities. This trend raises alarms about respiratory and cardiovascular health, particularly for vulnerable groups such as children and the elderly.
As part of its campaign to promote air quality awareness, the council has launched a real-time air quality portal, which will allow residents to monitor local pollution levels. This initiative aims to facilitate better understanding of pollution sources and ultimately inform future regulations and public health strategies.
In addition to confronting the challenges associated with wood burners, Brighton and Hove City Council is keen to adhere to broader environmental commitments. This aligns with its goal of achieving net-zero carbon emissions while simultaneously navigating the complexities of public sentiment regarding household heating methods.
In conclusion, the "Cosy Killer" campaign has ignited a heated debate about air pollution, public health, and the role of local authorities in regulating domestic heating appliances. As the council stands firm in its aims to protect community health, the discussion around wood-burning stoves continues to evolve, reflecting a broader societal conflict over environmental responsibility and personal choice.
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