Isle of Man residents condemn new painted roundabouts as traffic ‘deathtraps’ amid island’s sweeping reforms
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Residents of the Isle of Man are expressing significant concern over the recent introduction of painted oval-shaped roundabouts, known as "roundels," which have been implemented as part of a £26 million revamp of the Douglas seafront. Critics argue that these unconventional junctions, located at bustling intersections connecting Broadway and Church Road Marina, are more dangerous than beneficial. Locals contend that without a central island, many drivers navigate these roundels as if they were standard stretches of road, leading to confusion and chaotic traffic patterns.
Pedestrians also face challenges; uncertainty regarding right-of-way has resulted in scrapes between walkers and vehicles, raising apprehensions about personal safety. One local business owner voiced frustration over the noise pollution and the overall feeling of unease since the roundabouts’ installation. "It's honking every day basically," they stated, emphasising the prevalent confusion among drivers and pedestrians. Another resident aptly described the situation, asserting that the design appeared to be a misguided attempt at standing out, saying, "It's pathetic really. Why can't we have normal roundabouts like the rest of the world?"
The roundel experiment has drawn comparisons to other bold policies recently adopted by the Isle of Man, including the landmark passage of assisted dying legislation. This makes the Isle the first in the British Isles to legalise assisted dying, despite strong opposition from various sectors, including healthcare professionals. Public sentiment surrounding this issue is starkly divided, as a recent consultation revealed nearly equal support and opposition among the populace. Local medical professionals have raised alarms about the potential ramifications, citing a poll where 75% of them expressed disapproval of the new law.
Critics assert that the island's progressive policies—including the legalisation of medicinal cannabis and a lack of strict speed limits—represent an unsettling shift towards liberalism that could endanger the island's more traditional values. Kevin Woodford, a long-time resident, described the situation as "complicated," acknowledging the merits of progress while cautioning against the possible exploitation of assisted dying legislation, particularly the notion of "death tourism." Local authorities have been clear that residency requirements, stipulating a minimum of 12 months on the island before eligibility, are intended to mitigate this risk.
As these new roundabouts become a focal point of daily life in Douglas, they serve as a microcosm of the Isle of Man's evolving identity. The ongoing debates about traffic safety, public health policies, and the island's unique cultural position highlight the tension between tradition and modernity. As locals grapple with the implications of these changes, it remains to be seen how these controversial roundabouts—now viewed as potential "deathtraps"—will integrate into the fabric of island life.
The Isle of Man’s evolution into what some have labelled the "Isle of Woke" raises questions about the balance of public safety, personal freedom, and the common good. The island’s future may very well depend on how effectively its residents can navigate this shifting landscape, both on the roads and in policies that challenge long-held views on life, death, and everything in between.
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