Animal campaigners demand Bristol’s 8ft Bengal tiger be returned to Nepal for burial
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Animal rights campaigners are intensifying their calls for the removal of a stuffed 8ft Bengal tiger from the Bristol Museum, urging that it be returned to Nepal for a respectful burial. The tiger, a casualty of King George V's notorious hunting trip to Nepal in 1911, has become a focal point in the ongoing debate about the ethics surrounding trophy hunting and the display of such exhibits in modern institutions.
During his ten-day hunting spree, King George V reportedly killed an astounding 21 tigers, eight rhinos, and a bear. He later dubbed his efforts a record achievement, reflecting a bygone era where such hunts were celebrated and often documented with pride. The stuffed tiger, now part of the museum’s collection, sits crouched amidst long grass in front of a mural depicting the king in safari attire, armed with a shotgun and riding an elephant. Above the display, notes affirm its origin, stating, “Shot and presented by His Majesty King George V, 1911.”
Elisa Allen, a representative from People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), articulated the sentiments of many activists, stating that the display of the tiger glorifies a "shameful past" of violence against animals. Allen advocates for the respectful burial of deceased animals, likening their return to their countries of origin with current practices surrounding the repatriation of human remains and cultural artefacts. In her view, there are two appropriate responses to such historic injustices: honouring the dead with dignity or providing clear educational context to dissuade future glorification of trophy hunts.
Dr. Mark Jones from the Born Free Foundation added to this discourse, shedding light on the broader implications of trophy hunting, which he notes has profoundly impacted wildlife populations. He contends that keeping such exhibits in public view may set a harmful precedent, failing to educate visitors about the gravity of these past actions while inadvertently romanticising the act of hunting.
The contrasts between past and present values on wildlife conservation are stark. Once viewed as noble pursuits, big-game hunting practices have increasingly been recognised as detrimental to biodiversity and animal welfare. Figures within the zoological and conservation communities stress that education surrounding such exhibitions is crucial. Without it, the culture of trophy hunting may be normalised rather than challenged and condemned.
As public awareness and sensitivity towards animal rights continue to evolve, institutions like the Bristol Museum face growing pressure to reassess how they present historical artefacts, especially those tied to controversial narratives. Activists argue that only through removing such exhibits or significantly altering their presentation can museums move towards a more ethically responsible model that aligns with contemporary values.
In this context, the debate surrounding the stuffed Bengal tiger is not solely about one artefact; it reflects a larger societal shift towards recognising the need for compassion and respect for all living beings. As voices from various sectors unite in demanding change, the future of wildlife exhibits may well rest on the museum's willingness to listen and adapt to these calls for justice and awareness. 
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