Stirling’s unlawful tree felling sparks debate over enforcement as new owner takes charge

[image: ]
In Stirling, a controversial sale of land where over 800 trees were unlawfully removed has raised significant environmental concerns. The site, previously a caravan park on Cornton Road, was sold in February 2024 for £80,000 to James Stewart, a property owner from Carlisle. This transaction occurred amid unresolved legal obligations for replanting the 864 trees that had been felled, without the necessary permissions, leading to questions about regulatory enforcement in Scotland.
Scottish Forestry had issued a legal direction in March 2022, mandating the replanting of the trees. Despite this order, which was supposed to be fulfilled by the deadline of March 31, 2024, the landowner at that time, Beechtree Wright Ltd, failed to comply. This failure has prompted a wider debate about the effectiveness of existing environmental protections, with Scottish Green Party MSP Mark Ruskell highlighting the need for robust enforcement measures from Scottish Forestry. He noted the potential environmental damage from such deforestation and emphasised the urgency for regulatory bodies to take decisive action.
Scottish Forestry is currently facing challenges in reaching the new owner to ensure compliance with the previous order. A spokesperson for the agency confirmed that the situation remains “very much active” and they continue to pursue the matter, indicating that it is crucial for Mr Stewart to understand the legal obligations linked to his new property. The spokesperson added, “It is very much our aim that the restocking of the woodland is carried out,” demonstrating a commitment to re-establishing the lost greenery.
Legal obligations concerning tree felling are stringent in Scotland. Ignoring a restocking order is considered an offence, punishable by a fine ranging from £5,000 to £10,000. This raises significant concerns about accountability, especially given that multiple parties may have failed to act on these responsibilities. The land's prior condition has already been a point of public contention: in 2021, residents near the site reported incidents of illegal burning that spread smoke across nearby homes, necessitating intervention from the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) due to the potential environmental damage.
The ongoing saga surrounding the Cornton site illustrates a broader issue within environmental governance and land management. With the failure to secure compliance on replanting and the dubious history of environmental neglect, it presents a challenge for both local authorities and environmental agencies to restore public trust in their ability to protect natural resources. As the community awaits action, the implications of this case exemplify the delicate balance between land use and environmental stewardship in Scotland.
Efforts to improve the state of public spaces in Cornton have also been met with mixed results, as evidenced by the frustrations of residents over the condition of local play areas and the prolonged lack of maintenance. With discussions ongoing about the potential transfer of land ownership for community use, the resolution of these issues is critical in addressing the broader community’s concerns for both environmental and recreational spaces.
As the new ownership and its obligations unfold, the community remains hopeful for a resolution that prioritises environmental restoration and compliance with legal mandates, underscoring the necessity for all stakeholders to engage actively in preserving Scotland’s natural heritage.
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