Ni Water enforces temporary BBQ ban amid highest wildfire risks in Northern Ireland
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NI Water has enacted a temporary ban on barbeques and open fires at its publicly accessible sites, including the popular Silent Valley Mountain Park, due to heightened wildfire risks this season. This decision follows the issuance of an amber wildfire warning, a significant indicator that conditions are ripe for what could become uncontrollable fires. Although the warning was briefly lifted, forecasts suggest that it could return to amber, underscoring the serious threat posed by the current dry, warm weather.
The region recently experienced several wildfires ignited during a prolonged stretch of dry weather, particularly affecting grassy areas and gorse in Northern Ireland, including parts of Counties Antrim and Down. Fire crews were deployed to tackle multiple incidents, highlighting the growing concern for public safety and environmental stability. Patricia McKee, facilities senior manager at NI Water, remarked, “Wildfires not only pose a risk to human life, wildlife, and the environment but also to our drinking water catchment areas.” She emphasised the need for caution, attributing much of the wildfire risk to activities such as littering and the use of disposable BBQs.
The precautionary measures taken by NI Water are part of a broader initiative to engage the public in wildfire prevention. In tandem with the temporary ban, an advisory note will be distributed to visitors as they enter the parks, detailing safety measures and the importance of preserving the natural environment that characterises areas of outstanding beauty. According to NI Water, the situation will be reassessed at the end of May, with updates to be communicated through social media and their website.
The amber wildfire alert has been echoed by other public authorities, including the Natural Hazards Partnership, which noted an increased risk of difficult-to-control wildfires due to dry soils and vigorous winds. This year alone has seen over 100 wildfire incidents in Northern Ireland, prompting calls from multiple agencies—including the Northern Ireland Environment Agency and the Police Service of Northern Ireland—for heightened vigilance among residents and visitors alike.
In a concerted effort to combat these incidents, Newry, Mourne and Down District Council has initiated a programme aimed at reducing the irresponsible use of disposable BBQs across its land. This initiative involves monitoring public spaces, designating specific areas for BBQ usage, and providing proper disposal bins to alleviate the pressure on the environment and diminish the wildfire hazard.
The current weather conditions, described as the warmest May on record, have elevated fire risks, particularly in areas such as the Mourne Mountains. Officials have urged the public to remain cautious and conscious of their actions that could inadvertently ignite fires in these sensitive areas. As Northern Ireland grapples with the dual threats of environmental protection and public safety, the collaborative efforts of NI Water and local councils signify a proactive approach to mitigating the dangers of wildfires.
The importance of safeguarding both human and ecological health cannot be overstated. As McKee noted, “We don’t want to spoil anyone’s fun but we all need to work together to protect this precious area.” The understanding and cooperation of the public will be crucial in navigating the challenges posed by this season’s extreme weather and accompanying wildfire risks.
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