Extinction Rebellion covers protester in fake oil outside Shell AGM under court ban
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In London, members of the Extinction Rebellion group staged a dramatic protest outside the headquarters of the Shell energy company. The demonstration coincided with Shell's annual general meeting, which was being held at Heathrow Airport under a restrictive court injunction banning protests in the area. Activists adorned themselves with an oil-like substance, with one protester notably sitting with the viscous liquid on her face, symbolising the environmental damage associated with fossil fuel extraction and consumption. This striking image not only served as a visual indictment of Shell's practices but also captured public attention, illustrating the ongoing tensions between climate activism and corporate interests.
Extinction Rebellion has established itself as a prominent force in climate activism, employing various tactics to garner public and governmental attention regarding urgent environmental issues. The group's history of protests against Shell is notable. In April 2022, activists famously glued themselves to the reception desk of Shell’s London HQ, directly confronting employees to reconsider their involvement in the fossil fuel sector. This act was part of Extinction Rebellion’s broader ’April Rebellion,’ which included massive roadblocks throughout the city, aiming to disrupt everyday life and compel authorities to act on the climate emergency.
The protests at Shell’s headquarters highlight a persistent pattern of activism aimed at fossil fuels over the past several years. Earlier demonstrations in April 2019 saw activists vandalising the premises—shattering revolving doors and spraying graffiti with messages like "Shell kills." These actions were designed to provoke a sense of urgency and bring major city areas to a standstill, demanding that the UK government acknowledge the ongoing climate crisis. The scale of participation was significant, with multiple arrests occurring as police sought to quell the escalating disruptions.
In the wake of these actions, Extinction Rebellion’s commitment to visible and confrontational activism has only strengthened, as seen in their late 2024 protests targeting international law firms supporting the fossil fuel industry. Activists occupied the headquarters of A&O Shearman, expressing their demands through the symbolic act of spraying fake oil on the building, thereby linking legal practices directly to environmental degradation. Similarly, this February, protesters targeted McKinsey & Company, unfurling banners and pouring fake crude oil over their headquarters, further drawing attention to corporate complicity in perpetuating climate harm.
As climate emergencies become increasingly recognised, the tactics employed by Extinction Rebellion serve not just to disrupt but also to initiate vital conversations regarding corporate responsibility and environmental stewardship. Each demonstration adds to an evolving narrative about the urgent need for systemic change in the way economies operate and the repercussions of continued fossil fuel reliance. The persistent visibility of protests like that outside Shell’s headquarters illustrates both the stakes involved and the long-standing frustrations of a generation determined to demand accountability from powerful economic players.
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