Three ospreys form rare love triangle in Scottish Borders nest
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In an unusual spectacle, three ospreys have been caught exhibiting rare nesting behaviour in what has been described as a love triangle. Footage released by Forestry and Land Scotland captures the intimate dynamics of two female ospreys and one male, who have set up camp together in Glentress, located near Peebles in the Scottish Borders. Intriguingly, these birds share a nest containing four eggs, which has prompted wildlife experts to comment on the complexities of their interactions.
Diane Bennett, a co-ordinator for the Tweed Valley Osprey project, noted that the polygamous arrangement is uncommon among ospreys. "The only tension witnessed so far has been on the arrival of a fish delivery from the male, as both females scramble to get their share," she highlighted. This compelling behaviour not only offers a window into their intriguing social structure but also raises questions about the eventual hatching of the eggs and how the parental roles might evolve as the chicks arrive.
Similar instances of polygamous behaviour among ospreys have been documented across Scotland, showcasing a broader trend in avian mating dynamics. In a notable case from Stirlingshire, a male osprey named Drunkie has been seen attending to two nests—one with a female named Katrine and the other with Arklet. Experts from the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) believe this may represent a pioneering instance of such behaviour being observed and recorded on film. This male is tasked with the dual responsibility of providing for two females, highlighting the often complex social structures within avian populations.
The captivating dynamics of osprey relationships extend to historical contexts as well. A celebrated osprey known as Lady of the Loch, believed to be 29 years old, has garnered attention due to new competition. A younger female has taken residence with Lady’s long-time mate, Laddie, causing concerns about whether Lady will return to reclaim her partner. This scenario has sparked interest among wildlife enthusiasts, drawing them to observe how the rivalry unfolds.
Ospreys, characterised by their impressive fishing skills, often face a myriad of challenges during breeding season, particularly from rival birds. Observations at various reserves indicate that conflicts over nests and mates are not uncommon. For instance, in Caerlaverock, a female osprey is currently at the centre of a bout between two competing males, which has been monitored through a dedicated CCTV setup. Understanding these dynamics is crucial not only for the well-being of individual birds but also for the conservation efforts aimed at bolstering osprey populations in the region.
Despite the trials faced by these magnificent birds, the ongoing conservation initiatives have played a vital role in their resurgence across the landscape. Efforts have included habitat restoration and protective measures, which have evidently allowed ospreys to thrive in a challenging environment. As the breeding season progresses, the excitement surrounding these love triangles and the intricate behaviours associated with them only deepens, inviting nature enthusiasts to witness the unfolding drama of avian life in Scotland.
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