Climate change and biodiversity loss threaten half of EU’s key food imports, report warns

[image: ]
A significant report commissioned by the European Climate Foundation brings to light the growing vulnerability of key food imports to the European Union (EU), specifically maize, rice, wheat, cocoa, coffee, and soy. According to the findings from UK consultants Foresight Transitions, over half of the imports of these essential commodities are sourced from countries that are particularly susceptible to the adverse effects of climate change. Alarmingly, two-thirds of imports for wheat, maize, and cocoa originate from nations where biodiversity is severely compromised.
Camilla Hyslop, the report's lead author, emphasised that these threats are far from abstract; they are already impacting businesses, employment, and the overall food pricing landscape in Europe. The EU's flourishing €44 billion chocolate industry is among the most at risk from these environmental challenges, particularly as approximately 97 per cent of cocoa—its primary ingredient—comes from countries characterised by low-to-moderate climate resilience scores. Furthermore, 77 per cent of this cocoa is produced in regions with subpar biodiversity ratings, revealing a troubling intersection between climate change and biodiversity loss.
The implications of these environmental pressures are immediate, with the report indicating that the EU has faced a stunning 41 per cent increase in cocoa import values over the past year, driven in part by climate-related surges in sugar prices as well. As highlighted by recent analyses, “chocflation”—the term describing the increasing prices of chocolate—has escalated dramatically, with consumers witnessing a staggering 43 per cent rise in prices over the last three years. 
In the broader context of agriculture, the impact of climate change on food production is considerable. Recent estimates suggest that extreme weather events currently cost the EU agriculture sector around €28.3 billion annually, translating to approximately 6% of total agricultural output. Reports indicate that only a fraction of farmers have adequate insurance to cover such losses, leaving them vulnerable as climate-related events like droughts, which account for over 50% of damages, become more frequent. This troubling trajectory hints at a possible 66% rise in crop losses by 2050 if substantial climate action is not taken.
Further complicating the landscape is the forthcoming EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR), which aims to curtail imports of agricultural products linked to deforestation. Critics argue it may unintentionally hinder small-scale farmers in forest-rich countries. As the regulation seeks to produce accountability through stringent tracking of supply chains, some stakeholders express concern over the operational realities of compliance, which could increase costs and disrupt established trade relationships.
The interconnectedness of climate change, biodiversity loss, and economic pressures presents a formidable challenge for the EU. With the current geopolitical situation and past disruptions, including the COVID-19 pandemic, global food security has become even more precarious. In the face of rising food prices—evidenced by a staggering 50% increase in food prices globally over the last 18 months—experts advocate for a fundamental reassessment of policies governing food systems. Such re-evaluations should prioritise diversification in production, enhance biodiversity, and improve the resilience of farming practices to create a sustainable and secure future for Europe's food supply.
As businesses and policymakers grapple with these multifaceted challenges, the call for increased climate action becomes more urgent. While measures like the EUDR underscore a commitment to environmental sustainability, it is clear that the balance between ecological concerns and economic realities must be navigated with care to ensure that the EU can weather both current and future crises in its food supply chain.
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