Waveney MP demands government clarity on regulating megafarms amid environmental backlash
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A Waveney MP has issued a stark appeal to the Government, urging it to articulate a clear strategy to combat the proliferation of so-called 'Mega Farms', industrial-scale agricultural operations that have sparked considerable local and environmental concerns. Adrian Ramsay has secured a Westminster Hall debate to discuss the matter, which will convene at 2.30pm tomorrow. The call comes in the wake of significant public opposition and recent planning decisions, notably the rejection of a large-scale farming proposal by food production giant Cranswick in Methwold, Norfolk.
The plans for the megafarm, which aimed to house approximately 714,000 chickens and 14,000 pigs, were met with unanimous disapproval by King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Council. Planners highlighted the project's significant environmental impacts, particularly those related to greenhouse gas emissions from livestock waste. They referenced the 'Finch' Supreme Court ruling, asserting that downstream emissions must be considered in planning decisions—an approach that environmentalists believe could set a critical precedent for regulating industrial farming practices across the UK.
Ramsay has articulated the pervasive anxiety within local communities regarding the potential implications of such industrial farms. He stated, “There are huge concerns about pollution impacts, traffic movements that come with it and how animal waste could worsen the ongoing sewage crisis.” He urged the Government to clarify its stance, emphasising the need to move away from practices that appear to conflict with the nation’s agricultural identity and standards, saying, “This is not who we are as a country.”
The resonance of Ramsay's words reflects a broader discontent. Campaigners and local residents have rallied against large-scale farming operations, expressing fears over environmental degradation, animal welfare, and public health. This local resistance is echoed by prominent environmental groups such as Sustain and Feedback Global, which have raised alarms over potential emissions that could increase county-wide pollution levels by 6%. Critics argue these megafarms threaten local biodiversity, road safety, and community health, exacerbating existing issues such as odour and air quality as evidenced by ongoing complaints from neighbouring communities.
In its defence, Cranswick claims that its proposal would promote British meat self-sufficiency and adhere to world-class animal welfare standards. The company points out that intensive farming models are essential for meeting the increasing demand for poultry in the UK, which accounts for 82% of poultry consumption in 2023. However, this assertion has drawn scepticism, particularly following an undercover investigation that uncovered animal cruelty at a Cranswick facility, temporarily affecting the company’s stock value.
With planning authorities now increasingly scrutinising environmental impacts, the rejection of Cranswick's proposal marks a key case in the ongoing debate over the moral and practical dimensions of intensive agriculture. Local MP Terry Jermy has also voiced his concerns, supporting calls for a comprehensive review of environmental regulations, particularly given that industrial-scale farms in East Anglia have reportedly breached environmental standards over 700 times in the past seven years. Jermy noted that many in the farming community feel that what is presented as agricultural practice is, in fact, a form of industrialisation.
As the Government prepares for the upcoming debate, the stakes surrounding industrial farming practices continue to rise. The clash between agricultural development and environmental stewardship signals an urgent need for a more sustainable and humane approach to farming in the UK, one that balances economic demands with ecological responsibility. The forthcoming discussions in Parliament will likely serve as a bellwether for future agricultural policy and its intersection with community wellbeing and environmental ethics. 
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