Rupert Read warns UK infrastructure faces flood risks amid government climate inaction
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Rupert Read, a prominent figure in the climate action movement, has recently articulated a profound concern regarding the UK’s readiness for the escalating impacts of climate change. As he reflects on the recent weather patterns in East Anglia, the recent rains have offered temporary relief but have not alleviated the previous severe droughts impacting farmers and food producers. This situation underscores an urgent demand for an effective governmental response, as Read points out the alarming findings of the government’s own Climate Change Committee, which has indicated that the UK is ill-prepared for the imminent consequences of climate change. Addressing the issue, he states that within a generation, significant infrastructure — including half of the country's roads and rail links — could be at risk of flooding.
The context of Read's statements comes amid a significant shift in the UK’s climate activism landscape. The activist group Just Stop Oil has recently paused its direct actions, creating a gap that Read suggests may open avenues for alternative, inclusive forms of community engagement. He emphasises a shift from disruptive protests to proactive community building, positing that a silent majority, previously reluctant to act due to feelings of isolation or ineffectiveness, may now find a voice in collective action. This sentiment is supported by research indicating that while 89% of the public desires stronger climate initiatives, less than 10% are currently involved in related activism.
However, the situation is further complicated by critiques of the government’s commitment to climate adaptation. Alastair Chisholm, Policy Director at the Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management, has voiced disappointment over the Labour government's perceived drift from its historical leadership role in climate policy. He argues that despite an election manifesto promising to enhance climate resilience, the lack of evidence supporting robust actions in key areas, such as agriculture and water management, is alarming. The Climate Change Committee has consistently flagged the government's insufficient responses since the enactment of the 2008 Climate Change Act, warning that inadequate preparedness could lead to economic ramifications, including losses amounting to 7% of GDP by 2050, alongside increased mortality rates related to heatwaves.
This narrative of inaction resonates throughout several reports reflecting concerns over the UK’s overall approach to climate change. In recent findings, the Climate Change Committee's Adaptation Committee has noted alarming trends regarding flooding risks and extreme weather. They warn that over 6.3 million properties currently face significant flood threats, a figure expected to rise dramatically as climate change exacerbates weather extremes. Despite some government investment in flood defences — cited at £2.65 billion — critics argue that these measures fall short of addressing the underlying vulnerabilities in infrastructure and food systems. There are also projections of heat-related deaths reaching over 10,000 annually by mid-century if proactive measures are not implemented.
In this multifaceted landscape, Read urges individuals not only to protest but to actively participate in shaping their communities for a resilient future. His message serves as an invitation to transcend traditional forms of activism, fostering connections that allow for localised efforts, such as community farming initiatives, to flourish. This approach aims to redefine resilience as part of a larger narrative of hope and collective action. The overarching theme is clear: adapting to the dire climate reality is not an admission of defeat but an essential step toward ensuring a sustainable legacy for future generations.
As the Climate Majority emerges from its previous silence, emphasizing community and collective engagement may pave the way for innovative solutions in addressing climate challenges. The moment calls for both courage and community spirit, guiding everyone towards a more actively engaged and resilient future.
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