Beevive’s revival kits and Wimbledon’s honey trial boost bee conservation this summer
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Summer unfurls its vibrant colours, prompting not only fashion highlights but also a burgeoning trend aimed at ecological preservation: the bee revival kit. This innovative accessory is igniting public enthusiasm, embodying a spirit of community and environmental stewardship. Priced at £11.99, the kit includes a keyring containing a syrup designed to rejuvenate weary bees often seen debilitated on pavements or in gardens. 
The enterprise spearheading this movement, Beevive, was co-founded by Faye Whitley and Jacob Powell, who gained national recognition after their appearance on Dragons’ Den earlier this year. Entrepreneur Deborah Meaden, known for her keen business insight, supported the initiative, validating its market potential. Reflecting on their journey, the couple has transitioned from selling mere dozens of keyrings at events to moving thousands each week, with total sales surpassing 130,000. Their status was further elevated with a coveted stall at this year's Chelsea Flower Show, underscoring the growing public interest in their cause.
The inspiration behind the kit emerged from a personal experience shared by Whitley. She recounted a poignant moment in Cornwall when she and Powell discovered a struggling bumblebee during a birthday getaway. Their instinct to help involved visiting a café to fetch sugared water for the bee, which ultimately revived after receiving their assistance. This incident sparked a realisation of the need for such a portable solution, especially as bee populations face alarming declines. With studies indicating the disappearance of 13 bee species in the UK and 35 more currently at risk—primarily due to intensive farming practices, habitat loss, and climate change—Beevive aims not only to raise awareness but also provide practical support.
In alignment with this rising awareness of bees and their ecological importance, Wimbledon is taking steps to incorporate honey into its food offerings. This year, the tournament will feature complimentary jars of honey harvested from local apiaries, heralding a new approach to the quintessential strawberries and cream. While strawberries are traditionally a tournament staple—with approximately 1.92 million consumed annually—the inclusion of honey aims to create a fresh experience for attendees. Managed across six hives, three situated near the main stadium and three in Raynes Park, this trial initiative may pave the way for a permanent honey presence at Wimbledon.
The efforts to promote honey extend beyond the tournament itself. Local initiatives, such as Sustainable September—an eco-friendly campaign held in Wimbledon—have further highlighted community engagement with sustainability. This initiative featured markets, workshops, and opportunities for locals to learn about organic practices, including honey production. In partnership with local environmental groups, Wimbledon also showcases activities aimed at boosting biodiversity, with several venues establishing their own apiaries.
These developments echo a larger movement embracing beekeeping as a means of enhancing both individual and communal understanding of these vital pollinators. The Wimbledon Beekeepers' Association offers courses for those keen on exploring beekeeping, fostering a hands-on approach to learning about the integral role bees play in the ecosystem. The experience cultivates not just knowledge but community involvement in sustainability.
As the demand for ecological solutions continues to grow, innovative products like Beevive's revival kits and initiatives like Wimbledon’s honey offerings reflect a collective effort to protect our planet. This summer, the humble bee is not just an insect; it has become a symbol of resilience, community spirit, and environmental consciousness.
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