Prince William urges united global effort to scale up Earthshot Prize impact at London Climate Week
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Prince William has once again underscored the critical need for united global action to tackle the environmental crisis, opening London Climate Week with a call for collective responsibility in safeguarding the planet. Speaking at a panel discussion, the future monarch emphasised that protecting the Earth is “a team game,” reflecting the ethos of his flagship environmental initiative, the Earthshot Prize. He highlighted that the prize, far from being solely about climate change, also addresses pressing issues such as plastic pollution, ocean health, waste management, and air quality — matters that touch all aspects of human life.
William's remarks came amid a broader conversation on environmental leadership, with pointed critiques from international figures about the United States’ recent environmental commitments. Eduoardo Paes, mayor of Rio de Janeiro, where the next Earthshot Prize ceremony will take place, noted the pivotal role of local governments in climate action, implicitly contrasting this with federal hesitations. Sir Sadiq Khan, mayor of London, echoed this, describing cities and mayors as “doers” while characterising national leaders as “delayers.” The gathering highlighted how localised efforts are critical to progress, especially as financial hurdles persist globally.
The Earthshot Prize, launched by William in 2019 and supported by his Royal Foundation, aims to reward innovative solutions to environmental challenges through annual £1 million awards across five categories over a decade. Inaugurated with a high-profile ceremony in London in 2021 featuring prominent figures such as Sir David Attenborough and performers like Coldplay—who notably powered their performance with energy generated by cyclists—the prize seeks to foster hope and tangible change by 2030 on issues ranging from energy and biodiversity to clean air and water.
William’s engagement with environmental issues extends beyond the prize. In June 2025, he spoke at the Blue Economy and Finance Forum in Monaco, urging immediate collaborative action to protect oceans from threats like rising temperatures, plastic waste, and overfishing. He emphasised that although the oceans are under severe strain, they still hold potential for recovery if decisive steps are taken. His advocacy included discussions with broadcaster David Attenborough, who revealed shocking footage of deep ocean floor destruction, underscoring the urgency of ocean conservation.
The Earthshot Prize itself is evolving into a wider global movement. At a 2023 conference, William expressed optimism that future generations could be freed from “climate anxiety” through the rise of environmental champions and innovative projects. The initiative recently launched an online platform, Launchpad, aimed at scaling the impact of finalists and nominees by mobilising over $500 million for environmental projects worldwide. This signifies a strategic shift toward not just rewarding but actively nurturing solutions to accelerate sustainable change.
The importance of the prize and William’s work was echoed by figures such as young environmentalist Robert Irwin, who praised the Prince for his ability to connect with diverse audiences and break down barriers on ecological issues. Irwin remarked in a BBC Radio 2 interview that William’s platform has immense reach and potential for good. However, he also highlighted the ongoing lack of climate leadership at the highest levels in some countries, such as the United States, reinforcing the need for global solidarity and action.
The convergence of global leaders, innovators, environmental advocates, and cultural icons during London Climate Week and related Earthshot events illustrates a comprehensive and energetic push to confront planetary challenges. Prince William’s work, through the Earthshot Prize and his public advocacy, embodies a hope that by combining innovation, local leadership, and international support, meaningful progress can be made in the fight against environmental degradation.
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