Labour quietly pauses Plan for Drivers measures, reigniting row over LTNs and 20mph limits
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Labour ministers have quietly paused work on measures that would have constrained local councils’ power to introduce low‑traffic neighbourhoods and 20mph speed limits, a decision that has reignited a bitter political row over whether the party is hostile to motorists. According to reporting in the Daily Mail, the proposals — drawn up when the Conservatives promised a “Plan for Drivers” — will not be taken forward in their present form, with ministers telling MPs the guidance remains in draft and further steps are being considered. Labour figures said the shelved measures “would have made no positive difference for drivers.” 
The postponed reforms trace back to a 30‑point package published by the Department for Transport in October 2023 that sought to back people who rely on cars while curbing what it described as over‑zealous enforcement. The Plan for Drivers promised a mix of practical changes — easing some parking rules, speeding up roll‑out of electric‑vehicle charge points, targeted funding for junction and signalling improvements and a commitment to review guidance on blanket use of 20mph limits and low‑traffic neighbourhoods so that councils placed greater emphasis on the views of local residents and businesses. Officials had proposed more formal consultation processes around trial schemes, including public meetings and leaflets for affected streets. 
Ministers have pointed to other, more tangible support for motorists while distancing themselves from a blanket ban on local traffic measures. In a written parliamentary reply, the roads minister said the departmental guidance on implementing low‑traffic neighbourhoods remained a draft and the work had been paused while next steps were considered, and that there were no current plans to change guidance on 20mph limits — leaving decisions to local authorities. The Department for Transport also highlighted recent investment in the road network, noting a late‑2024 uplift of £500 million for resurfacing and a larger infrastructure package, and the government announced a further £1 billion in mid‑2025 to remedy worn bridges and other critical structures. The department said these interventions were intended to improve journeys, reduce congestion and save motorists money. 
The pause has prompted sharp political criticism from the Conservatives, who accused Labour of conducting a “secret war on drivers.” Shadow transport secretary Richard Holden told The Telegraph that the move amounted to an underhand attack on motorists and risked punishing high streets and the economy. Conservative backbenchers and local business groups have echoed concerns that tighter curbs on car use could exacerbate pressures on already struggling town centres. Labour rejects the characterisation, arguing the changes would not have benefited drivers and that local democratic processes, not Whitehall edicts, should determine whether traffic‑calming measures are appropriate. 
The controversy comes amid specific local disputes over enforcement that have fuelled public unease. City and borough councils have faced legal challenges and calls for refunds after issuing large numbers of penalty charge notices for bus‑lane or similar contraventions. Reporting in June 2024 highlighted that one London borough had collected more than £2.6 million in bus‑lane fines over five years, with tribunals finding procedural improprieties in some cases and campaigners pressing for refunds; the council subsequently altered the wording of its notices and admitted some motorists should be reimbursed. Such episodes have been seized on by opponents of LTNs and stricter traffic enforcement as evidence of over‑zealous or poorly implemented schemes. 
Labour ministers and supporters point to a different emphasis. Transport Secretary Louise Haigh has told the Streets Ahead podcast that decisions on road‑calming and safety measures should remain with local authorities and the communities they serve, and that councils will be supported to progress schemes where they are appropriate. The party frames the pause on formal guidance as an insistence on local accountability rather than a policy shift against environmental or active‑travel objectives. 
For now the policy picture remains unsettled: the Conservative government’s earlier Plan for Drivers set out a blueprint for tightening how LTNs and 20mph zones are introduced, but that blueprint was never fully formalised and ministers have confirmed the guidance is paused. With major pots of cash pledged for potholes, bridge repairs and junction improvements, ministers are steering the political conversation towards tangible repairs to the road network even as the debate over local traffic management — and who should decide it — continues to roil councils and communities.
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