UK energy networks innovate with unified data template to accelerate net zero projects
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Three of the UK's leading energy networks—UK Power Networks, Cadent, and SGN—have collaboratively developed a pioneering ‘Common Ask Template’ designed to streamline administrative processes and accelerate the delivery of local net zero projects. This template is reported to be the first of its kind, enabling local authorities to provide critical information to energy networks just once, using a simple, unified format. Serving over 25 million people, these networks aim to reduce repetitive paperwork and free up valuable council staff time by eliminating the need for multiple, differently formatted data requests.
This initiative is already gaining traction, with Hounslow Council adopting the template and an additional five local authorities within Greater London Authority’s Outer East London Local Area Energy Planning (LAEP) using it. The shared format is expected to facilitate earlier and more efficient planning and installation of essential infrastructure projects, such as electric vehicle chargers and low-carbon heating systems. Councillor Katherine Dunne, portfolio holder for Climate, Environment and Transport at the London Borough of Hounslow, highlighted the efficiencies gained, noting the simplified data-sharing process saves time and reduces resource strain for councils, while reinforcing UK Power Networks' commitment to improving customer experience.
Lynne McDonald, head of local net zero at UK Power Networks’ Distribution System Operator (DSO), emphasised the reduction in administrative burdens for local authorities, allowing them to focus more on delivering tangible climate benefits. Meanwhile, Lorna Millington, future networks manager at Cadent, underscored the importance of collaborative efforts in achieving the UK’s net zero ambitions by 2050, calling the project an exemplar of shared insight and partnership in the energy transition.
This Common Ask Template is designed for universal application across councils, from those in the earliest stages of climate planning to those with advanced energy modelling capabilities, supporting local net zero initiatives through to 2050. It aligns with broader efforts by these networks to modernise and decarbonise UK energy infrastructure. For instance, SGN’s 'Gas Goes Green' programme is pioneering the repurposing of existing gas infrastructure to carry hydrogen and biomethane, aiming for a cost-effective transition to net zero gas networks. The company’s recent trial using advanced pressure control demonstrated significant methane emissions reductions, an important step in curbing greenhouse gases from traditional gas grids.
Moreover, SGN and Cadent are actively engaged in the Capital Hydrogen project, which seeks to convert London's gas supply to hydrogen over the next two decades, supporting the city’s target of net zero emissions by 2030. This ambitious vision predicts the need for at least 40 terawatt-hours of hydrogen by 2050 to decarbonise heating, transport, and power generation across the capital.
Innovation funding also plays a critical role in these efforts. National Grid recently secured over £15 million from Ofgem’s Strategic Innovation Fund to support projects designed to enhance regional energy planning and maximise network capacity for low-carbon technologies. SGN itself has previously received funding to pursue innovation in hydrogen integration, ultra-rapid EV charging infrastructure, and digital safety enhancements for gas networks.
Together, these coordinated initiatives, including the new Common Ask Template, represent a strategic, multi-faceted approach to overcoming administrative and technical barriers. The collaboration between major gas and electricity networks highlights a collective commitment to advancing the UK’s climate goals through practical, scalable solutions that empower local authorities and streamline the path to a cleaner energy future.
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