UK faces growing security threat from climate crisis and ecosystem collapse, warns leaked report
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The UK’s national security faces escalating threats from the climate crisis and impending ecosystem collapse, with food shortages and economic instability looming within the near future, according to a forthcoming report by the UK’s intelligence chiefs. The joint intelligence committee’s findings reveal that the destabilising impacts of climate breakdown and biodiversity loss are among the gravest risks confronting Britain today. Despite being prepared over many months, the report’s publication has reportedly been delayed, with concerns expressed that it may have been blocked by government officials unwilling to confront the stark warnings it contains.
One of the most immediate risks highlighted is to the UK’s food supply. The country’s heavy reliance on imports, some sourced from regions already vulnerable to climate disasters and ecosystem degradation, puts it at heightened risk of shortages and price volatility. This vulnerability is exacerbated by already tightening supply chains, as seen in sectors such as clothing and fashion, which depend heavily on natural fibres coming from environmentally at-risk areas. Migration pressures are also expected to rise due to climate and biodiversity crises in other countries, potentially driving social and political instability abroad that could have repercussions on UK security.
The intelligence community’s concerns are echoed by recent data and studies highlighting the fragility of the UK’s food system. For instance, a report by the Energy & Climate Intelligence Unit notes that an historically wet winter has severely reduced the UK's food self-sufficiency, which is projected to fall nearly 10% this year due to waterlogged farmland affecting crop planting and yields. Key staples like wheat and oilseed rape show particularly sharp declines in expected domestic production, meaning the country will increasingly rely on imports, which could slow progress in reducing food inflation. 
Furthermore, government assessments confirm that long-term declines in natural capital—such as soil health, clean water, and pollinators—pose significant risks to domestic food production. These losses are compounded by rising temperatures that increase the likelihood of extreme weather events, despite some potential benefits like longer growing seasons for certain crops. The UK's food security is, therefore, not only a function of global supply chain stability but also deeply intertwined with the health of its own ecosystems.
The unfolding global environmental crises also carry broader implications. Research from the Royal United Services Institute warns of the possible collapse of critical ocean currents like the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation, which could severely reduce crop yields in Europe and disrupt monsoon patterns in Asia, exacerbating food insecurity worldwide. Such global shocks risk triggering civil unrest and political instability that would inevitably affect UK security interests.
Critics of government policy argue that current efforts are insufficient given the scale of the threat. Cuts to overseas aid—previously a key tool for stabilising countries most vulnerable to climate impacts and mitigating migration drivers—are seen as counterproductive. Former Conservative minister Zac Goldsmith has called for nature conservation to be given equal priority as climate change within defence strategies, lamenting a perceived narrowing of government focus solely to carbon emissions. He highlighted the UK’s past leadership in global environmental initiatives, warning that key programmes are now at risk of being dismantled amid budget cuts.
In response, a government spokesperson stressed ongoing actions aimed at enhancing food security and tackling nature’s decline, including a pledge of £11.6 billion in international climate finance to be delivered by the end of 2025/26. Yet doubts remain, particularly as political calculations reportedly influence decisions such as Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s anticipated absence from the upcoming UN climate summit in Brazil, despite the UK’s internationally praised emission reduction targets.
The cumulative evidence underscores a grim reality: the threats posed by climate and ecosystem breakdown are no longer distant futures but present challenges. Addressing them will require urgent, integrated approaches across domestic policy, international aid, and climate diplomacy to safeguard the UK’s national security and the resilience of its food systems.
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