Cambridge University to abolish traditional exam rankings in focus on student well-being
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The University of Cambridge is poised to make significant changes to its traditional examination ranking system as part of a broader initiative aimed at enhancing student well-being. The renowned institution has decided to discontinue the centuries-old practice of publishing "class lists," which have historically indicated students' exam rankings. This decision is anticipated to be fully implemented starting in the next academic year.
The "class lists," a tradition that traces back to 1748, provided a public display of students’ rankings within their cohort based on examination results. Over time, this practice became widespread across all academic departments within the university. The rankings were once prominently displayed on a board outside the university’s main administrative offices. However, in recent years, there has been increasing concern regarding the impact of this tradition on student mental health. A task force established by the university highlighted a “culture of overwork,” prompting senior officials to reevaluate long-standing practices.
Beginning in the upcoming academic year, students will no longer find their rankings readily available. Instead, undergraduates wishing to know their standing will have to request this information directly from their supervisors. While the public listing of average exam results is set to be abolished, the university will continue to recognise high-achieving students through awarding prizes for outstanding academic performance.
This shift forms part of a wider initiative aimed at fostering a "healthy work-life balance" within the university. Additional measures associated with this initiative include a ban on lectures during the weekends and restrictions on teaching hours to the timeframe between 8am and 8pm on weekdays.
The decision to abolish the class lists has garnered mixed reactions, particularly among academic staff. Some academics have expressed concerns that this move may undermine the legitimacy of academic qualifications and challenge the competitive spirit that has historically been a part of the university's ethos. The ongoing discourse surrounding these changes reflects a tension between the pressures of academic competition and the university’s commitment to improving student mental health.
As Cambridge navigates the balance between tradition and modern pedagogical practices, the forthcoming academic year will mark a significant turning point in how student achievement is measured and recognised within one of the world's oldest and most prestigious universities.
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