Russia’s covert operation sends expired Covid vaccines to Africa
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A covert operation led by Kirill Dmitriev, the head of Russia’s sovereign wealth fund, sought to undermine US influence in Africa by dispatching expired COVID-19 vaccines across the continent. Dmitriev reportedly pushed for the extension of the shelf life of six million doses of the Sputnik Light vaccine, aiming to distribute them as “humanitarian aid” coinciding with a Russia-Africa summit.
This initiative fits within Russia’s broader strategy to bolster its influence in the global south amid heightened international isolation following its invasion of Ukraine. Dmitriev, who also serves as President Vladimir Putin’s envoy in negotiations with the United States over the war in Ukraine, played a central role in orchestrating this scheme.
The plan to extend the expiration date of the vaccines lacked clear scientific justification, raising significant ethical questions about their safety and efficacy. The distribution of expired vaccines as part of a diplomatic effort highlights the complex intersection of public health and geopolitics, with potential implications for the recipient countries across Africa.
The Africa.com publication reports that the push to donate these extended-life vaccines was part of Russia’s broader efforts to gain goodwill and counter Western influence on the continent. However, the absence of transparent scientific data on the safety of the vaccines past their original expiry dates has led to concerns among health experts and observers.
This development sheds light on the evolving tactics employed by states in their international relationships, particularly in regions like Africa where influence is highly contested during periods of geopolitical tension.
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