Child dies in east London hazardous materials incident as emergency response unfolds
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A child has tragically died following a hazardous materials incident at a flat in East London, prompting a significant emergency response and the evacuation of nearby residents. The incident occurred on Barking Road in Upton Park, Newham, where two adults and two children were taken to hospital after reporting a strong smell of chemicals inside the property.
Emergency services were first alerted at 1:18 pm, and firefighters from Poplar, Millwall, Euston, and surrounding fire stations promptly attended the scene. Specially trained fire crews carried out a systematic sweep of the flat to detect any hazardous substances and ventilate the area to ensure safety. Despite these efforts, one of the children sadly died while receiving medical treatment in hospital.
As a precautionary measure, around 12 people from neighbouring properties were evacuated to safeguard against potential exposure to harmful materials. The evacuation and emergency response efforts concluded by 4:23 pm, following a thorough check and ventilation of the affected property.
The London Fire Brigade confirmed the incident and expressed sorrow over the child's death, while the Metropolitan Police are leading the ongoing investigation with support from the fire brigade. The circumstances surrounding the hazardous materials and how they came to be present in the flat remain under inquiry.
This incident highlights the critical nature of hazardous materials responses in residential areas and the swift coordinated efforts required to protect public health. Authorities continue to appeal for any information that might aid their investigation, underscoring the seriousness of the case.
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