UK medical cannabis symposium aims to boost prescriber knowledge amid market expansion
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Healthcare professionals across the UK will soon have a significant opportunity to enhance their expertise in medical cannabis through an accredited educational event designed to meet the growing demand for knowledgeable prescribers. The upcoming Cannabis Health Symposium, set to take place on November 25 at Conway Hall in London, has received provisional accreditation from the CPD Certification Service, allowing attending clinicians to earn Continuing Professional Development (CPD) points. This accreditation underscores the event’s adherence to stringent educational standards, ensuring a high-quality, evidence-based learning experience for participants.
The symposium aims to address the critical need for more trained medical cannabis prescribers within the UK’s healthcare system. Despite medical cannabis being legally accessible, only about 180 doctors on the General Medical Council (GMC) Specialist Register actively prescribe these treatments, accounting for less than 1% of those authorised. This shortfall is pressing, given projections that around 80,000 patients may be receiving cannabis-based medicinal products (CBPMs) by 2025. The event seeks to bridge this gap by offering expert-led presentations, clinical case studies, and interactive workshops that focus on the fundamentals of prescribing, clinical governance, patient safety, and the integration of CBPMs within NHS practice.
Organisers—including Curaleaf Laboratories and the Medical Cannabis Clinicians Society (MCCS)—have designed the symposium to cater specifically to UK healthcare professionals. Key topics will include the latest evidence on medical cannabis applications in women’s health, psychiatry, neurodivergence, and neurodegenerative conditions, alongside exploration of the science behind the endocannabinoid system. A dedicated workshop series will provide hands-on training in prescribing methodologies, product formulations, and legal responsibilities. Professor Mike Barnes, Chair of the MCCS, highlighted the event as a pivotal advancement for clinicians that holds potential benefits for many thousands of patients nationwide.
The symposium is timely as the UK’s medical cannabis market continues to experience rapid growth driven largely by private prescriptions. According to the Care Quality Commission’s (CQC) 2024 report, private prescriptions for CBPMs have more than doubled in the past year, reaching nearly 347,000 items prescribed in 2023–24, compared to about 150,000 the previous year. This surge reflects increasing confidence among specialist prescribers and patients seeking legal, plant-based therapeutic options, particularly through private healthcare channels. However, access through the NHS remains limited due to the stringent licensing requirements for cannabis medicines and a general reluctance from manufacturers to conduct the necessary clinical trials, which has resulted in fewer NHS prescriptions despite rising demand.
Industry data also shows that the UK medical cannabis market is expanding by roughly 10% monthly, with around 50,000 patients currently accessing treatments predominantly via private clinics. Regional reach is broadening too, with providers like Releaf reporting treatment delivery across 83% of UK cities, including major urban centres such as London, Glasgow, and Belfast. Overall patient numbers are expected to climb steadily, with forecasts estimating nearly 63,000 patients using medical cannabis by the end of 2024, generating significant economic activity within the sector.
Despite this growth, wider professional and public awareness about medical cannabis remains limited. The sector faces ongoing challenges in education and stigma, which contribute to the cautious pace of NHS adoption and the reluctance among some clinicians to prescribe CBPMs. Accredited training events like the upcoming Cannabis Health Symposium are therefore crucial not only for advancing clinical knowledge but also for fostering patient confidence and safety by standardising best practices in this emerging field.
By addressing the educational gap with certified, evidence-based professional development tailored to healthcare providers, the symposium organisers hope to support a more informed, competent prescriber base. This will be essential to meeting the expanding needs of patients seeking medical cannabis, ensuring treatments are delivered safely and effectively across the UK.
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