Best Reinsurance Hub Picks: Why DIFC Is Winning Big With USD 4.2bn Premiums
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Shoppers of global risk are flocking to Dubai: DIFC’s insurance and reinsurance scene surged in 2025, with gross written premiums hitting USD 4.2bn and premiums brokered topping USD 3.4bn, signalling a rapidly maturing hub that matters for insurers, brokers and institutional capital.
Essential Takeaways
Strong growth: DIFC’s gross written premiums rose 20% year-on-year to USD 4.2bn in 2025, driven by property, liability and specialty lines. 
Brokers busy: Premiums brokered via the centre reached USD 3.4bn in 2025, up 14% from 2024 , a sign of deeper market activity. 
Ecosystem expansion: 28 new insurance and reinsurance firms licensed across 2025–Q1 2026, adding global names and specialist capacity. 
Scale and choice: More than 135 insurance and reinsurance firms now operate from DIFC, offering underwriting, broking, captive management and MGAs. 
DIFC’s numbers pack a punch , what the USD 4.2bn means
DIFC’s 2025 total of USD 4.2bn in gross written premiums is more than a tidy headline; it’s evidence of sustained momentum, with underwriting volumes doubling since 2022. That’s a tactile change you can feel in the market , more deals, bigger placements, and deeper pools of capital. Industry reporting points to property and liability as the growth engines, while marine, aviation and transport continue to steady the ladder. For clients and advisers, it means more product choice and more capacity when negotiating complex placements.
New entrants are reshaping the centre’s profile
The centre’s roster swelled with 28 authorisations in 2025 and early 2026, from global trade credit names to life, specialty and reinsurance brokers. Firms such as Allianz Trade Middle East, Atradius Trade Credit (Re)Insurance, Howden Reinsurance Brokers and Transamerica Life (Bermuda) all set up or expanded, signalling real confidence in DIFC as a base. That influx isn’t cosmetic , it brings technical underwriting skills, regional distribution and fresh reinsurance appetite. If you’re a risk manager, it means you’ll likely find a closer match for niche exposures without hunting offshore.
Why brokers and reinsurers are choosing DIFC
DIFC pitches regulatory clarity and predictability , two words that matter when structuring cross-border placements. As an operating centre covering the MEASA region, it offers a familiar legal and regulatory framework that global players trust. Brokers benefit from scale and choice; reinsurers gain access to regional pipelines and a supportive business environment. That combination has pushed premiums brokered through DIFC above USD 3.4bn, an indicator that the centre is becoming a primary placement route rather than a secondary booking location.
What this growth means for the MEASA insurance landscape
Greater capacity in Dubai ripples across the region. Local carriers gain access to international expertise and capital, and multinational clients find more competitive terms for regional programmes. DIFC’s progress also highlights Dubai’s broader push to be a top-ten global financial city, which helps attract talent, technology and ancillary services. For policyholders, the practical upshot is better access to specialist cover and potentially improved pricing as markets mature and competition increases.
How to navigate the DIFC market if you’re a buyer or broker
Start by matching the new specialist entrants to your needs: trade credit, reinsurance, life or specialty lines each have new options in-DIFC. Check licence status and local presence, and consider working with a broker that has on-the-ground relationships , that often speeds placements and improves terms. And remember size and fit: choose partners whose appetite matches your limits and loss profile, not just brand names. The market has broadened, so a tailored approach will usually beat a one-size-fits-all placement.
It's a small change that can make even large programmes easier to place and more competitive.
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