Reflecting on Auschwitz: A reminder of fragile global stability
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The recent 80th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp has cast a shadow over current global affairs, prompting discourse around the rising sentiments that the world is becoming increasingly dangerous. Auschwitz, a site where over 1.1 million people, predominantly Jews, were murdered during the Nazi regime, serves as a historical benchmark reminding observers of the severe consequences of unchecked conflict.
Current geopolitical assessments are concerning, with the "Doomsday Clock" reportedly set at 89 seconds to midnight, signalling the closest proximity to global catastrophe recorded to date. A panel of international scientists points to ongoing threats, including the risks of nuclear war, climate change, pandemics, and the spread of disinformation. These issues, they assert, are poorly managed and appear to be intensifying.
Recent environmental and health disasters, such as the wildfires in Los Angeles, drought conditions in the Sahel region, and outbreaks of infectious diseases like Ebola, have exacerbated perceptions of instability. Additionally, governmental actions that contravene international norms and humanitarian principles are contributing to a sense of global insecurity. Notably, former US President Donald Trump has come under scrutiny for making aggressive remarks towards European allies, including an unprovoked threat of military action against Denmark over Greenland, garnering condemnation from various quarters.
According to Acled (Armed Conflict Location & Event Data), the frequency of global conflict has doubled in the last five years. They report a staggering 25% increase in incidents of political violence in 2024 compared to the previous year, with one in eight individuals globally exposed to conflict. While some ongoing conflicts, such as those in Israel-Palestine and Russia-Ukraine, attract significant media coverage, many others, including wars in Sudan, Congo, and issues concerning human rights in Afghanistan and Tibet, remain underreported.
The capture of Goma by the M23 rebel group in the Democratic Republic of Congo highlights renewed fears of conflict spillover in the region. Rwanda's President Paul Kagame stands accused by the UN of supporting this rebel group – an assertion he denies. The situation has led to a UN Security Council meeting, where both the UK and France condemned Rwanda’s actions, while the US reiterated its support for the sovereignty of the DRC.
In Southeast Asia, Myanmar continues to see intensifying armed resistance against the military junta that seized power from the democratically elected government led by Aung San Suu Kyi in 2021. Allegations of "scorched earth" tactics, including airstrikes against civilians, have drawn the ire of human rights organisations, reflecting a dire humanitarian landscape with an estimated 20 million people expected to need assistance by 2025.
Haiti remains embroiled in turmoil following the assassination of President Jovenel Moïse in 2021. The country is beset by rampant gang violence and extortion, and leading figures in the international community have urged a re-evaluation of the stability strategies previously applied in the region, which have shown limited success.
In Ethiopia, the situation appears precarious, with ongoing concerns about human rights violations in the context of military operations in Tigray and rising tensions within the Amhara region. Analysts warn that the potential for conflict escalation is significant if current trends persist.
The Iranian regime is experiencing mounting internal and external pressures, with analysts indicating that past uprisings could resurface amidst the regime's oppressive practices. The execution of dissenters and widespread social discontent among the youth reflect an evolving landscape in the country.
Conflict in Sudan, once again receiving attention, has resulted in dire humanitarian conditions with millions displaced, amidst allegations of genocide in regions like Darfur. The International Criminal Court’s recent commitment to pursue accountability for war crimes marks a potential shift in the international community’s approach toward the crisis.
Afghanistan continues to languish under Taliban rule, where gender-based persecution remains a concerning issue, drawing scrutiny from international bodies. The country's instability poses risks not only domestically but also in relation to neighbouring Pakistan, where political upheaval and violent militancy are on the rise.
Lastly, Yemen faces what could be termed the world's most significant humanitarian emergency, despite being overshadowed by other conflicts. The ongoing civil war has led to staggering casualties and widespread food insecurity, with international interventions failing to stem the crisis that has persisted since 2015.
The accumulation of these complex global issues presents a concerning panorama of a world beset by conflicts, mismanagement, and widespread humanitarian crises, further complicating the landscape for future international relations.
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